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DEAR COLLEAGUES,
2019 was another strong year for the AAP Foundation 
and it was my honor to have served as president of this 
dynamic organization. 

The AAP Annual Meeting brought us back to our sweet 
home, Chicago, and provided opportunities to hear 
from past award recipients at our Future Horizons in 
Periodontology session, learn about estate planning from 
our sponsors at Treloar & Heisel, and stay up-to-date on 
the latest Foundation news. We celebrated with those who 
make our work possible at a jazz and Chicago cuisine-
focused Donor Appreciation Reception. 

In addition to this funding, the Foundation awarded nearly 
$400,000 in scholarships, fellowships, grants, and awards 
to support students and faculty in periodontology. As 
any of our committee members will tell you, the field of 
applicants continues to grow in number and in quality. The 
decisions made by AAPF committees get more difficult 
each year as the bar set by our applicants is raised higher 
and higher. I hope you share in our pride as your read 
the stories of this year’s winners in the pages that follow, 
because none of these awards would be possible without 
your support.

As you read this report, please know that the dollars you 
give are truly life-changing: 

•	� Yousuf Al-Aboosi, this year’s Kramer Scholar, writes, 
“While the constant bombing made it difficult to focus 
on my education, I was determined. I studied for my 
university entrance exams with no electricity.” 

•	� Anuja Doshi, Educator Scholar, says, “This award was 
life-changing for me…the recognition gave me the 
confidence I needed to come back to teaching.” 

•	� Zach Evans, Teaching Fellow, states, “The award 
is literally allowing me to remain in academics. It’s 
that powerful. Without this funding, the discrepancy 
between my income and my student loan debt would 
be insurmountable. I can’t overstate my gratitude. This 
grant is changing my trajectory.”

Thank you to all who participated in our most well-
“attended” Periodash yet; who donated to kick-start our 
new Dr. Mark K. Setter Leadership in Periodontology and 
Dental Implantology Award; who have given to support 
the upcoming Levi, Giannobile, and Drisko awards; and 
who understand that without the office we use, the 
staff we employ, and the work we do, there would be no 
infrastructure to raise funds and distribute awards. 

You are a part of the Foundation family and we are so 
grateful for your support. I ask that you continue to show 
your dedication to excellence in education, vital research, 
and the progress of the specialty. You are making positive 
changes for people and for science with every gift. 

Kind regards,

 

Fotinos Panagakos, DMD, PhD 
President

Fotinos Panagakos, DMD, PhD 
President

We again partnered with the AAP to cultivate young leaders through 
the LEAD (Leadership, Engagement, Action, Development) program, 
and strengthen the Women in Periodontology initiative. With the 
Foundation’s commitment to the AAP in 2019, our total support  
of AAP programs that strengthen education and research has 
reached nearly $1 million. 
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EDUCATION

Meet the AAPF 2019 award  
recipients who will inspire the  
periodontists of tomorrow.
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AAP Educator Scholarship

Sing-Wai Wong, DDS, MS, PhD 
Second-Year Resident 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

Dr. Sing-Wai Wong describes how treating one of 
his patients sparked his interest in periodontology: 
“I had a female patient in her late thirties who 

was completely edentulous as a result of aggressive 
periodontitis. Her alveolar ridges were resorbed to a 
knife-edge shape, which was not suitable for implant 
placement, and her complete dentures were by no 
means functional or esthetic. Experiences like this gave 
me a profound understanding that the periodontium 
is the foundation for the function and esthetics of the 
oral cavity. Since then, I have been fascinated with 
periodontology. Someday, I hope to find a way to stop, or 
even to reverse, bone resorption.”

“Understanding the mechanisms responsible for oral 
diseases is another area that I am eager to explore. 
My mentor in China encouraged me to seek training in 
the United States. I applied to several oral biology PhD 
programs and earned an opportunity to study under 
the dual tutelage of a bone researcher at the University 
of North Carolina and an immunologist at the National 
Institutes of Health.”

Dr. Wong’s mentors in his PhD program encouraged him 
to seek advanced training in periodontology. “With their 
support, I joined the combined PhD/Certificate Program 
in Oral Biology/Periodontology,” he says. “Residency 
is taking my career to the next level. I studied the 
pathogenesis of systemic osteoclast diseases in my 
PhD. During my residency, I am investigating how innate 
immunity affects periodontal bone loss. I’m excited that 

“�I’m excited that 
the work I did 
during my PhD 
will allow me to 
contribute to the 
advancement of 
basic research in 
the specialty.”

the work I did during my PhD will allow me to contribute 
to the advancement of basic research in the specialty.”

The genesis of a career in education is often an inspiring 
instructor, and Dr. Wong is no exception to this rule. “My 
mentors motivated me to become involved in teaching,” 
he says. “After I enrolled at the University of North 
Carolina, my passion for academia continued to grow. 
There are four clinician-scientists on my PhD committee 
and they encouraged me to participate in multiple 
teaching opportunities. I was a teaching assistant in 
pre-clinical classes and an instructor for basic research 
laboratory classes. Now, I’ve taught in student clinics 
and joined the dental school’s Student Research Group 
as a resident advisor. All these activities allow me to 
share my academic journey with students, introduce 
them to the world of periodontology, and influence their 
future careers.”

Support from the Foundation has helped Dr. Wong climb 
the next rung on his professional ladder. “I want to secure 
a tenure track position, and this recognition gives me the 
confidence that I’ll achieve my goals," he explains. "When 
I complete my residency and become more established 
in my career, I wish to contribute back to the Foundation. 
I’d like to be a Foundation Ambassador and tell other 
periodontology residents how the Foundation can  
help them.” 
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AAP Educator Scholarship

Amanda Finger Stadler, DDS, MSD, PhD 
First-Year Resident 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

I was speechless when I learned that I would receive an 
Educator Scholarship,” says Dr. Amanda Finger Stadler. 
She adds, “The recognition gave me the confidence I 

needed to come back to teaching.” 

Periodontology won Dr. Finger Stadler over even before 
she graduated from dental school. An inspiring mentor 
took the young student under her wing and passed along 
her own fascination with the specialty. Teaching is also a 
long-standing passion. She says, “I was a little far away 
from the teaching environment at one time. Winning the 
scholarship helped to clear obstacles to that goal. The 
funding is important because it frees me to focus on 
learning and growing as an academician and a clinician.” 

Dr. Finger Stadler hones her teaching skills with dental 
students in the clinic. She also volunteers in the student 
health action coalition where she supervises cleanings, 
extractions, and other simple procedures. 

While teaching is Dr. Finger Stadler’s first love, research 
is also a priority and a means to engage with students 
and enhance her ability to mentor them in the clinic. 
She is working with a principal investigator on a project 
related to wound healing and bone regeneration. 

“�This award was life-changing for me. It is 
making the journey to my career goal shorter. 
The visibility gives me credibility and creates 
engagement with my students. I hope that it will 
be rewarding for donors to know that they have 
a stake in my education and future success.”

This is not Dr. Finger Stadler’s first time at the residency 
rodeo. Ten years ago, she completed a program in her 
native Brazil. “It’s a whole new world now,” she notes. 
“Although the surgical techniques are the same, the 
technology, materials, and protocols are quite different. 
It’s an incredible learning experience.”

For this enthusiastic resident, an academic career in 
the United States is the clear path forward. She has no 
interest in private practice. She’d like the donors who are 
helping her realize this dream to know that, “This award 
was life-changing for me. It is making the journey to my 
career goal shorter. The visibility gives me credibility and 
creates engagement with my students. I hope that it will 
be rewarding for donors to know that they have a stake 
in my education and future success.”
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“�I know that 
instilling strong 
fundamentals 
will make 
these students 
better dentists, 
educators, and 
periodontists.”

Giving his students a solid foundation for learning 
is Dr. Yu-Cheng Chang’s top priority. “My focus 
is to establish a fundamental understanding of 

the biology and evidence behind clinical treatment,” he 
says. “Students sometimes complain that the material 
is boring. They don’t understand how they’ll use the 
information. To stimulate their interest, I integrated 
lectures with multi-media and interactive technology. I 
know that instilling strong fundamentals will make these 
students better dentists, educators, and periodontists, 
and I’m glad that I can engage them in material that may 
be challenging to assimilate.”

A focus on maintaining students’ attention has paid off. 
“The course reviews have improved dramatically, and 
the interest in the periodontics residency training has 
skyrocketed,” Dr. Chang observes. “During the last two 
years, we trained 11 dental students who are accepted 
in graduate periodontal programs. Additionally, all of 
our seniors passed the periodontal portion of the ADEX 
exam on the first attempt.”

Along with his teaching accomplishments, Dr. Chang 
participates in continuing education courses and 
research both at the University of Pennsylvania and 
internationally. “Recently, we organized a symposium 
on digital dentistry in Taiwan,” he says. “More than 500 
practitioners attended. I am also involved in clinical 
studies focused on detecting and treating periodontal 
disease. One of the major projects is investigating 
potassium emission tomography to quantify the 
degree of inflammation. The other is studying the 
Pharmacokinetic Pilot Followed by Phase I/II, Blinded, 
Randomized, Controlled, Parallel Arm Trial to Evaluate 
Safety, Tolerability, and Efficacy of PerioSept® and 
Scaling and Root Planing in Subjects with Periodontitis. 
These two projects have shown promising results, and 
both are being submitted and published. Realizing these 
goals is a team effort. I am honored to have amazing 
colleagues whose ongoing collaboration supports my 
progress,” he says. 

Diversity is one of the qualities that Dr. Chang enjoys 
most about the academic environment. He says. “I like 
sharing my experience and knowledge and watching 
how they impact the next generation. It’s exciting to 
work with experts in the field who push me to improve 
professionally. Education is always challenging, and I’m 
surrounded by multiple specialties which keeps my work 
interesting and expands my horizons.” 

“I was so happy to receive the Fellowship. I’m originally 
from Taiwan. I came here by myself. Working through 
residency wasn’t easy. I wanted to do my best to make 
my family and the people who supported me along the 
journey proud. As an educator, people see my passion 
and confirm that I am on the right track. I can be an 
example to others who come to this country of what 
they can achieve,” he concludes. 

AAP Teaching Fellowship

Yu-Cheng Chang, DDS, MS, DMD 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Periodontics 
Director of Predoctoral Periodontology 
University of Pennsylvania
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AAP Teaching Fellowship

Zach Evans, DMD, PhD
Assistant Professor, Department of Stomatology, 
Division of Periodontics 
Medical University of South Carolina

One of the big advantages of working at a university 
is having access to technology and our amazing 
faculty and collaborators,” says Dr. Zach Evans. 

Dr. Evans is using those opportunities to the fullest. His 
research is focused on advancing the specialty in areas 
that are both exciting and innovative. 

Dr. Evans, who has a PhD in microbiology and 
immunology, is taking that expertise into the digital 
arena. “I’m studying how to create new applications 
in periodontics using computer processes that are 
traditionally associated with restorative dentistry,” he 
explains. “Technology has the potential to improve 
treatment planning, procedural workflow, and patient 
maintenance and monitoring. We are developing digital 
hardware and software strategies for applications in 
surgery and patient maintenance.”

In another unique collaboration, Dr. Evans is partnering 
with top materials scientists to develop antimicrobial 
technologies that can be used in dental materials, 
including titanium surfaces. He says, “This is exciting 
because we may be able to reduce peri-implant disease 
by providing long-term antimicrobial protection on our 
non-osseointegrated implant and abutment surfaces.” 

Periodontics checks all the boxes for Dr. Evans’ 
professional priorities. It combines his interest in clinical 
dentistry and surgery with microbiology and physiology. 
An academic environment adds an important dimension 
to the mix. “I was in private practice and loved it,” he 
notes. “But I missed having the opportunity to do 
research. I wanted to contribute to the profession’s 
advancement. I love coming to work every day. No 
matter what I’m doing, through science and education, 
I can be part of the progress of our profession. It’s a 
bonus that I am also able to continue practicing and 
seeing my own patients.” 

“�I can’t think 
of any other 
organization in 
this specialty that 
is as supportive 
of our people. 
The Foundation 
plays a major role 
in keeping the 
field relevant and 
ensuring that the 
future is bright.”

He states, “I see the real value of my experience and 
interests in my ability to bring it all together when 
teaching our students and residents. My primary goal 
is to teach, and everything else I do revolves around 
that mission. I’m excited to be able to bring a unique 
perspective — whether it is teaching digital workflows 
to improve clinical outcomes or helping a student truly 
understand the rationale for periodontal therapy through 
review of etiology. If I can help make these students and 
residents successful when they enter practice, I’ve done 
my job.” His commitment extends beyond the University. 
Dr. Evans is also currently serving as the president 
of the South Carolina Society of Periodontology, is 
a periodontal consultant for industry, and provides 
continuing education around the world. 

Dr. Evans credits the Foundation with keeping him on 
this fulfilling career path. “The award is literally allowing 
me to remain in academics. It’s that powerful,” he 
emphasizes. “Without this funding, the discrepancy 
between my income and my student loan debt would 
be insurmountable. I can’t overstate my gratitude. This 
grant is changing my trajectory.”

“The Foundation’s awards include funding to academics, 
residents, and researchers. I can’t think of any other 
organization in this specialty that is as supportive of our 
people. The Foundation plays a major role in keeping 
the field relevant and ensuring that the future is bright. 
Without that, I don’t think we would be successful,”  
he concludes.

“
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Each year, the AAP Foundation funds scholarships 
for periodontists to attend the ADEA/AAL 
Institute for Teaching & Learning in the Health 

Professions. Created for early- and mid-career faculty, 
and private practice dentists interested in a new career 
in academics, the ADEA/AAL ITL is dental education’s 
most comprehensive teacher training program. During 
the two-phase program, ADEA/AAL ITL Scholars receive 
hands-on experience with key instructional tasks such 
as evaluating student competence, presenting lectures, 
planning courses, constructing tests, working with 
challenging students, and providing feedback. In 2019 
the ADEA/AAL selected nine periodontists to receive the 
AAP Foundation Fellowship to the ADEA/AAL Institute 
for Teaching & Learning in the Health Professions. These 
recipients are listed below. 

AAP Foundation  
Fellowship to the Institute 
for Teaching & Learning 
in the Health Professions

“�The ITL program 
helped me 
strengthen my 
capacities as an 
educator in order 
to provide the 
best education for 
my students and 
residents.”

Dr. Brian Stancoven says, “The ITL has given me tools 
that have helped me positively impact my residents’ 
didactic and clinical experiences at every interaction. 
Using different teaching philosophies has given me the 
opportunity to engage each of my residents on a more 
personal and effective level. The ITL experience has 
set me up to be a more effective teacher and mentor.” 
Dr. Bruno Herrera adds, “In my opinion, the ITL program 
is essential if you want to pursue a meaningful career 
as an educator. It gave me the opportunity to take my 
abilities as an educator to the next level, providing me 
frameworks that helped me develop my teaching skills 
efficiently in the clinic and in the classroom. In addition, 
the ITL program offered me the opportunity to expand 
my network and meet people who share the passion for 
education, research, and best teaching practices.” 

Bruno Herrera (L) Vrisiis Kofina

– Dr. Brian Stancoven Acela A. Martinez Luna, DMD, MS  
East Carolina University 
Amarpreet Sabharwal, DDS, MS  
State University of New York at Buffalo 

Brian W. Stancoven, DDS, MS  
United States Army Advanced Education 
Program 
Bruno S. Herrera, DDS, MS, PhD  
University of Detroit Mercy 

Jennifer Chang, DDS, MSD  
UT Health Science Center at Houston 
Megumi A. Williamson, DDS, MS, PhD  
University of Iowa 

Nikolaos Soldatos, DDS, MSD, PhD  
UT Health Science Center at Houston 
Vrisiis Kofina, DDS, MS  
Marquette University

Zheng Zhou, DDS, PhD  
University of Detroit Mercy



Jennifer Chang
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These thoughts were echoed by Dr. Acela Martinez Luna. 
She states, “The ITL program helped me strengthen 
my capacities as an educator in order to provide the 
best education for my students and residents. As a 
developing junior faculty member, I found this program 
to be instrumental in strengthening my competencies 
in teaching so as to provide the best educational 
opportunities for my students and residents.” Dr. Vrisiis 
Kofina adds, “I feel very fortunate to have been selected 
for an ITL fellowship. In just four days, I received 
substantial education on the thinking and learning 
process, structuring assessments and evaluating 
mentorship in a friendly, motivating environment. Even 
though I had never been formally trained on how to be 
a teacher and mentor, the application of strategies I 
learned at ITL have already had a positive impact on my 
teaching efforts and my connection with students and 
mentees. I also had the chance to meet with other early-
career faculty and form our own ITL community, where 
we exchange cases, tips, and advice in order to become 
better educators.”

Acela Martinez Luna (R)



The University of Michigan welcomed  
Istvan Urban (front/center)  
to address students and faculty.
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The Charles W. Finley 
Visiting Scholar  
Education Grant

The Charles W. Finley Visiting Scholar Education 
Grant was established to honor the memory of 
Dr. Charles W. Finley and all the great periodontal 

leaders of the past, present, and future. Grants of $2,000 
are awarded to accredited U.S. periodontal programs 
to offset honoraria, travel, promotion, and seminars 
by speakers in periodontology. The grants must be 
matched by funds from each department or institution. 
Though the speakers spend much of their time with the 
periodontics department students and faculty, the grant 
requires that the speaker present a formal program to 
the entire dental school on a subject of interest. This 
year’s recipients are Indiana University, The University of 
Michigan, The University of Colorado, and the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham.

The University of Michigan used their Finley funds 
to welcome Istvan Urban, DMD, MD, PhD to address 
students and faculty. Dr. Urban is an internationally 
renowned periodontist specializing in bone regeneration 
and soft tissue reconstructive surgery around dental 
implants. He delivered a schoolwide lecture entitled 
“Vertical and Horizontal Augmentation: Principles,”  
which was attended by nearly 100 people. Dr. Urban 
spent time in the graduate periodontics clinic and had 
the opportunity to share his knowledge with residents  
in small groups. 

The University of Colorado used the award to help 
fund the 2019 Inter-Institutional Meeting in Irving, TX. 
Eight residency programs were represented at the 
meeting, including the UT Health Science Center, San 
Antonio; the UT Health Science Center, Houston; the 
U.S. Air Force Periodontics Residency, Lackland AFB 
San Antonio; Texas A & M Health Science Center, Baylor 
College of Dentistry, Dallas; the University of Oklahoma 
College of Dentistry; the University of Colorado School 

of Dental Medicine; Louisiana State University; and the 
University of Nebraska. Residents from each of the 
programs presented cases representing the high quality 
of periodontal and dental implant care that occurs on 
a daily basis in these institutions. The meeting was 
attended by more than 100 faculty and residents.

Dr. Purnima Kumar shared her expertise at Indiana 
University as a result of their Finley Grant. Her 
presentation was entitled, “Antibiotic Wars: Revenge of 
the Bacteria.” Dr. Kumar outlined how bacteria adapt 
to antibiotics and how resistance is developed. Dr. 
Kumar also spoke on “Periodontal Research — Life on 
the Cutting Edge,” especially relevant to the program’s 
periodontal residents. 

The University of Alabama at Birmingham invited 
Dr. Alain Romanos to give a full-day seminar on facial 
esthetics and treatment of excessive gingival display 
using periodontal plastic surgery, combined with 
advanced injectables, including botulinum toxin A and 
dermal fillers to achieve optimal esthetic results. His 
presentation on comprehensive smile assessments 
included the facial anatomy and muscular systems. The 
seminar was attended by dental students, periodontal 
residents, full- and part-time faculty. Dr. Romanos 
also gave an additional lecture on implant esthetics to 
residents and the graduate prosthodontics residents. 
He continues to mentor residents on the management 
of these complex esthetic cases. Feedback from the 
seminar was very positive and has resulted in enhanced 
patient assessments and treatment.



The University of Michigan welcomed  
Istvan Urban (front/center)  
to address students and faculty.
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Bud and Linda 
Tarrson Fellowship
 
Carlos Parra, DDS 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Texas A&M University

The momentum of academia keeps Dr. Carlos 
Parra fully engaged with research, teaching, and 
patient care. “I love interacting with the students 

and residents and mentoring them, especially when 
they challenge me,” he says. “It helps me stay sharp and 
in tune with the most recent science and technology.” 
Given Dr. Parra’s bona fides, students might just be 
lining up to get him on their team. In 2016 he received 
the Leslie M. Salkin Award for the highest score on the 
American Board of Periodontology’s oral exam.

During his time spent shadowing a periodontist, Dr. 
Parra was introduced to a holistic view of the specialty. 
He was attracted by its relationship with dentistry, 
medicine, art and science, and the opportunity to learn 
surgical techniques. Now that he is a scientist and an 
academic, questions are what fascinate him. “Exploring 
the avenues to validate treatment with evidence and 
applying different principles are always exciting,”  
he says. 

Currently Dr. Parra is collaborating with residents on a 
masters project to assess bone loss around implants 
placed using an osseoidentification protocol. The group 
is seeking to discover whether there is more or less bone 
loss compared to traditional treatment. They are also 
studying the relationship between proximal tooth open 
contacts and periodontal disruption. 

Being acknowledged for his accomplishments as a 
teacher and a researcher was especially gratifying. 
“It was a surprise and an honor to receive this award,” 
Dr. Parra says. “Being recognized by colleagues and 
senior periodontists I respect was very meaningful to 
me. It reinforced my commitment to academia and to 
contributing to the periodontal community. Now that 
some of the stress and burden of my student loans is 
lifted, I can concentrate on what matters the most. For 
the moment that means continuing my research and 
becoming more involved in the school. In the future, I 
plan to apply for funding, lecture more, and extend my 
knowledge internationally.”

Barcelona, Spain is Dr. Parra’s home. Although he visits 
frequently, he has no plans to return permanently. He 
does maintain cultural ties by serving as a faculty advisor 
to the Hispanic Dental Association and supporting 
students in underrepresented areas of the city.

“It’s very important to give back to the Foundation and 
to the community,” he advises. “It allows people with 
passion and ideas to bring their vision to life. Those 
initiatives impact the students, the residents, the 
community, and the public’s dental health.” 

“�It’s very important 
to give back to the 
Foundation and to 
the community. It 
allows people with 
passion and ideas 
to bring their 
vision to life.”
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Dr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Kramer 
Scholar Award for Excellence

Yousuf Al-Aboosi, DDS, MS 
Private Practice, Burlington, Vermont 
University of Alabama at Birmingham

For Dr. Yousuf Al-Aboosi, the Kramer Award 
reflects a vision achieved in spite of daunting 
obstacles. “My life was changed forever by The 

American Academy of Periodontology Foundation. Dr. 
Kramer’s legacy centers around excellence. I have the 
responsibility to uphold his high standards.”

“In periodontology, we measure in millimeters,” says Dr. 
Al-Aboosi. “When I look at the over 6,000 miles (about 
966 million millimeters!) I’ve traveled to achieve my 
dream of becoming a periodontist, I am reminded that 
the little steps we take along our journey shape us into 
the people we become.” 

Dr. Al-Aboosi’s odyssey took him from his home in Iraq 
to dental school in Jordan and then another round 
of dental school in the advanced standing program 
for international students at Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Periodontic residency found him at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham, and private 
practice brought him to Burlington, Vermont. Along the 
way, he surmounted challenges that might easily have 
overwhelmed someone less persistent. 

When Dr. Al-Aboosi was 10 years-old, he experienced a 
tremendous personal loss. His mother was diagnosed 
with breast cancer and died shortly after his 11th birthday. 
This family tragedy occurred in the shadow of Saddam 
Hussein’s brutal regime. He explains it like this, “I felt as if 
my entire world was crashing down. But I knew I had to be 
strong, not only to survive but also to thrive.”

“�My life was 
changed forever 
by The American 
Academy of 
Periodontology 
Foundation. I have 
the responsibility 
to uphold [Dr. 
Kramer's] high 
standards.”

Although Dr. Al-Aboosi was fortunate to be accepted at 
a school for gifted students, he was unable to escape 
the political turmoil. “Several years after I started the 
program, the Iraq war began,” he relates. “While the 
constant bombing made it difficult to focus on my 
education, I was determined. I studied for my university 
entrance exams with no electricity.” Dr. Al-Aboosi went 
on to dental school in Jordan. During that time, his 
father died. That event and the danger of returning to his 
home country were the catalysts that brought him to the 
United States. 

Dr. Al-Aboosi’s Vermont practice is a good fit with his 
goals and priorities. In this rural state, patients often 
travel long distances for treatment and have already 
made a significant investment in their care. “I’ve only 
been in practice four months, but the relationships 
with patients are wonderful,” he says. Community 
involvement is part of the culture in his group. 
“Whenever there is an opportunity to help, we’re  
ready,” he says.  

In the spirit of service, Dr. Al-Aboosi says, “My dream 
is to be a role model, mentor, and sponsor to aspiring 
dental students and periodontists and provide them with 
my story as an example of the values that our profession 
represents. I know that with hard work, perseverance, 
and a little bit of luck, we can achieve success. I found 
a home in the United States. Now thanks to the AAPF, I 
also have a professional home.” 
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Anuja Doshi, BDS, MS 
Assistant Professor 
University of New England 

Dr. D. Walter Cohen 
Teaching Award

When Dr. Anuja Doshi first read about the Cohen 
Award on the AAP Foundation website, she 
was mightily impressed with the roster of 

recipients. “Many of the names on that list belong to 
people I admire,” says Dr. Doshi. “They are all incredible 
periodontists who have done amazing work. It was 
hard to imagine myself among them. So it was truly 
overwhelming when I got the news. This recognition 
has been such an honor and it has set the bar that I will 
strive to go above and beyond. I will always be grateful 
to all my mentors and the awards committee.”

“To me, the best part about teaching is learning,” says Dr. 
Doshi. Her teaching style is influenced both by The Ohio 
State University’s strong emphasis on literature and the 
evidence-based thinking and training she received during 
the ADEA Academic Careers Fellowship Program. She 
says, “The fellowship played a huge role in fostering my 
decision to pursue education. It gave me the opportunity 
to teach didactic courses to dental and dental hygiene 
students and helped me understand the nuances of 
academia. But, most of all, I realized that you learn a lot 
more about a subject when you teach others.”

Although Dr. Doshi has moved on to an exciting new 
faculty position at the University of New England, she 
continues to be involved in research she began at Ohio 
State. Her master’s project is investigating the clinical 
effects of a topical phenytoin (PHT) formulation on 
healing of experimental palatal wounds and examining 
the PHT-induced gene expression in healing gingiva. 
“This study will provide new information on post-
harvesting palatal wound morbidity and healing,” she 
advises. “It is also the first project to address the 
possible effects of topical PHT as a palatal wound 
treatment regimen.” 

Creating a greener world is another priority for Dr. Doshi. 
“I’m working on a project that I feel very strongly about—
dentistry’s underreported contribution to environmental 
plastic pollution,” she says. “The intent is to raise 
awareness that the plastic waste collected from patient 
care areas is recyclable. We’re seeking to demonstrate 
how recycling dental waste can have a tremendous 
impact on human health and the environment.” 

Dr. Doshi is one of just two periodontists at the 
University of New England (UNE) Dental School. “The 
college is still in its infancy,” she says. “I’m growing 
along with the school. I’ve had the opportunity to 
introduce new implant protocols and other innovative 
surgical techniques. We don’t have many specialists 
and being able to implement the things I’ve learned 
and be part of the change is exciting.” She is also a 
part of the biomedical science taskforce at UNE that is 

“�To me, the  
best part about 
teaching is 
learning.”

working towards intergrating foundational sciences with 
dentistry to better prepare students for the integrated 
national boards. 

The Foundation is also playing a role in Dr. Doshi’s 
personal and professional development. “When a 
student receives an award from the Foundation, it’s an 
instrumental factor in their career success,” she says. 
“We are motivated by this recognition. If you haven’t 
given, please consider it. You can be part of our progress 
and help a young budding periodontist like me excel in 
their professional career.”
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RESEARCH

Meet the AAPF 2019 award  
recipients who will shape the 
future of the specialty.



/   16

Richard J. Lazzara Fellowship 
in Advanced Implant Surgery

Matthew R. Mason, DDS, PhD 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Education is a driving force in Dr. Matthew 
Mason’s life. “My parents gave me an insatiable 
love for learning and teaching,” he says. “As an 

undergraduate, I was introduced to both dentistry 
and academia through my involvement in periodontal 
microbiology research. The experience motivated me 
to seek a career in education with the eventual goal of 
becoming an independent clinician-scientist. My vision is 
to advance the profession through innovative research, 
practicing my clinical craft and, most importantly, 
educating the next generation.” 

After completing his undergraduate training, Dr. Mason 
enrolled in the dual-degree DDS/PhD program at The 
Ohio State University. The focus of his graduate work 
was establishing the role of environmental factors and 
genetic determinants in shaping the healthy subgingival 
microbiome. Periodontology appealed to Dr. Mason’s 
interest in treating disease and helping people to stay 
well. “With disease, only one thing has to go wrong,” he 
says. “But to be healthy, many things need to go right.” 

In his current role as a fellow at the University of North 
Carolina, Dr. Mason enjoys his work with students as 
well as the multidisciplinary aspects of the fellowship 
program. “Implant fellows at UNC play a direct role 
managing the predoc cases and assigning them to the 
various specialties,” he explains. “I’ve been involved 
in surgical and restorative implant therapy, managing 
peri-implantitis, as well as surgical planning and surgical 
case presentations. It’s rewarding to watch an early 
learner begin to understand the diagnostic process, start 
to discover why periodontology is important, and realize 
how it fits into multidisciplinary dentistry.”

“�My vision is 
to advance 
the profession 
through 
innovative 
research, 
practicing my 
clinical craft and, 
most importantly, 
educating the 
next generation.”

“I was completely honored to receive the Lazzara award, 
especially knowing its origins and the past recipients,” 
he says. “My intentions are to stay in academic dentistry. 
This has been an incredible transition into the next 
phase of my career. It has been similar to a post-doc 
program with the focus on clinical training. Participating 
in the administration of the school through involvement 
with various committees provides a different perspective 
than residency.”

The collegiality and networking that are a result of 
Foundation recognition add another dimension to 
the Fellowship. “One of the other implant fellows is a 
prosthodontist,” Dr. Mason says. “We’ve developed some 
significant perio/pros cases, and we’re both getting 
better at our skills. I feel that the people I’ve met as 
a result of the award are invested in my career and 
development. They’re on my journey along with me.”

Dr. Mason concludes, “The experiences I’ve had as 
an award winner—the funding, the mentoring, and 
continuing education opportunities have really been 
impactful for my early career. These benefits have left  
a mark on me that I intend to pay forward.” 
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Nevins Teaching  
and Clinical Research  
Fellowship
Yusuke Hamada, DDS, MSD 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Indiana University School of Dentistry 

Dr. Nevins is a renowned expert in many aspects of 
periodontal procedures,” says Dr. Yusuke Hamada. 
“He has published many human histology studies, 

and his work is fascinating. Receiving an award in his 
name is very meaningful to me.” 

Dr. Hamada acknowledges the importance of expert 
guidance to his success. “When I graduated from dental 
school, an educator I admired advised me to have at 
least 10 mentors in my life,” he says. “He told me to try 
to learn from and absorb the good qualities of each 
individual. ‘If you do that,’ he said, ‘Eventually, you will 
be better than any of those 10 people.’ I’ve passed that 
great advice along to my students.”

Although his students probably have yet to identify 10 
mentors, in Dr. Hamada, they’ve found at least one who 
is very effective. “A resident I supervise won first prize in 
the clinical research section at the National Osteology 
Symposium along with another first in the poster 
presentations at the Midwest Society of Periodonotlogy 
annual meeting. After she received those awards, 
she changed her career plan from private practice to 
education. It’s wonderful to know that I’m contributing to 
the future of periodontics,” he says.

“�If you are grateful 
for the education 
you received from 
your school, please 
contribute to the 
Foundation to 
support faculty 
members who are 
providing quality 
education for future 
students.”

Dr. Hamada manages an impressive portfolio of 
research. “Currently, I am the primary investigator 
for 11 Master of Science Degree studies and one 
undergraduate project. I am also conducting two clinical 
investigations studying novel approaches for guided 
tissue regeneration and ridge preservation,” he says. 
“As a result, I was able to obtain a total of $108,000 of 
funding as a primary investigator.”

One of Dr. Hamada’s goals in teaching research is to 
help his students develop critical thinking. “I tell them: 
If you don’t know the answer, search the literature, if 
the solution isn’t there, develop a research protocol to 
answer the question.” 

Service is a significant part of Dr. Hamada’s life. He says, 
“I participate in the Mission of Mercy when they come 
to Indiana. I’m also president of the Indiana Section for 
IADR, president of the Indiana Society of Periodontology, 
secretary of the Midwest Society of Periodontology, 
chair of AAP’s Membership Advisory Committee, and a 
member of its Research Submissions Committee.”

“Funding to support educators is so important,” says Dr. 
Hamada. “It was an honor for me to receive the Nevins 
Award, and the financial support is extremely helpful. If 
you are grateful for the education you received from your 
school, please contribute to the Foundation to support 
faculty members who are providing quality education for 
future students.”

“
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Nevins  
BioHorizons  
Fellowship Award

Shan-Huey Yu, DDS, MS 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
University of Michigan

Dr. Nevins is legendary,” says Dr. Shan-Huey Yu. 
“Being awarded his teaching fellowship is a huge 
honor for me. He attended our Michigan Alumni 

reception in Chicago last year, and it was like meeting 
a superstar. I introduced myself and told him how 
honored I felt to have my name connected with his. Dr. 
Nevins lectures at Michigan frequently. I’ve seen how 
dedicated he is to his patients and to saving teeth. He 
is a great role model for all periodontists. It was such a 
privilege to receive this award. I know what I’m doing is 
appreciated.”

Dr. Yu has always been passionate about teaching. She 
started instructing dental students during residency, 
and this year is working with graduate students. “I was 
in their shoes not too long ago,” she says. “As a younger 
faculty member, I am approachable. The students realize 
that I understand the dilemmas they’re facing. I enjoy 
sharing my experiences and guiding them through the 
diagnostic process.” 

In the classroom, Dr. Yu tests a variety of strategies to 
increase students’ participation. “We use group activities 
and a real-time response system to engage students 
and help them absorb somewhat tedious, but important 

“�The greats in 
our profession 
inspire me to 
strive to be as 
knowledgeable 
as they are 
someday.”

information,” she notes. Training at the Institute for 
Teaching and Learning inspired Dr. Yu to take a deeper 
dive into pedagogical methodology. Discovering 
effective teaching strategies will continue to be a 
professional priority. 

Comparing the performance of long and short implants 
is one of several research initiatives that occupy Dr. 
Yu’s time in the lab. She’s also performing surgeries and 
bone grafting to compare whether completely closing 
a wound or leaving it partially open impacts bruising. 
“We’re investigating a new membrane that would allow 
us to leave the wound open and prevent the bruising that 
occurs when the cheek is stretched to close an incision,” 
she says. “We’re also collaborating with restorative 
faculty to assess how the majority of general dentists 
and periodontists instruct patients about cleaning 
around implants. We place so many implants, but 
patients are not always informed about proper hygiene 
and the risk of periodontitis.”

“The greats in our profession inspire me to strive to be 
as knowledgeable as they are someday,” Dr. Yu observes. 
She adds,“It’s incredible that such prominent clinicians 
are willing to help new faculty gain skills and experience. 
I’m grateful to the Foundation for exposing me to this 
broad perspective on our specialty. By supporting 
me and other young academicians, you are growing 
periodontology and science.”

“
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AAP Foundation Schoor 
Research Award

Lorenzo Tavelli, DDS 
Third-Year Resident 
University of Michigan 

A mentor in Dr. Lorenzo Tavelli’s dental school 
inspired him to learn everything he could about 
how to deliver state-of-the-art treatment. “I knew 

I wanted to learn more than what I had been taught in 
dental school,” he says. “But in Italy, my native country, 
orthodontics or oral surgery were the only options to 
specialize. My mentor had a colleague who graduated 
from the periodontics program at the University of 
Michigan. He recommended that I attend an externship 
at the university. In just two weeks, I understood why 
Michigan is so well known. It was the perfect place for 
me to combine my interest in patient care, innovation, 
and research. I want to be a clinician, but I also want 
to participate in science and to feel the excitement of 
discovering the most effective treatments and adding 
new evidence to the literature.”

Dr. Tavelli’s master thesis project gave him the 
opportunity to integrate his passion for both 
periodontology and novel technologies, such as 
biomarkers and ultrasonography. He investigated the 
phases of early wound healing following soft tissue 
grafting for the treatment of soft tissue deficiencies 
around dental implants. “Using new technology to 
better evaluate the healing process is very exciting,” he 
explains. “If you only see the final outcome, you might 
not be aware of the many steps the body takes to heal. As 
we gather data, it may help with future studies or motivate 
another researcher to start an entirely new project.”

“�The Foundation’s 
support of our 
passion for research 
is critical for 
younger student 
investigators. 
It motivates 
us to continue 
contributing to the 
field and lightens 
the burden of 
student debt. I’m 
grateful to all who 
make these grants 
possible.”

“I am so grateful for the opportunity to work with brilliant 
professors and use both traditional and innovative 
research strategies and techniques,” he says. “I 
especially want to thank my team. This award belongs 
to all of us. We’ve accomplished so much this year, from 
getting published in the Journal of Periodontology to 
receiving the Foundation’s recognition. I’m proud and 
confident that we’re moving in the right direction.” 

“The Foundation’s support of our passion for research 
is critical for younger student investigators. It motivates 
us to continue contributing to the field and lightens the 
burden of student debt. I’m grateful to all who make 
these grants possible.” 

Dr. Tavelli is also grateful to his family and appreciative 
of the sacrifices they made so that he could study in the 
United States. Now that he’s at the end of an intense 
three-year program, he plans to take a little time off 
to visit them. After that break, he will come back to 
the Department of Periodontics and Oral Medicine at 
the University of Michigan as a member of the clinical 
faculty to continue his path as a scientist and scholar. 
Dr. Tavelli is eager to inspire change and contribute by 
sharing his passion and drive with young clinicians,  
just as these attributes were once shared with him by 
his mentors. 
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James T. Mellonig 
Regeneration  
Research Award
Jennifer Chang, DDS, MSD 
Assistant Professor 
University of Texas Health  
Science Center Houston

An experience in the clinic showed Dr. Jennifer 
Chang the tremendous impact of patient-centered 
care. “A student and I had been treating an 

80-year-old woman for issues related to her history of 
bisphosphonate use,” she recalls. “I reached out to greet 
her and shake her hand and she said, ‘I gave James a big 
hug and I want to give you one, too.’ She hugged me and 
told me how much she appreciated our work. This was 
a valuable lesson and an unforgettable memory for my 
student and for me. We understood that it’s important to 
treat our patients' symptoms, but equally critical to care 
for them as human beings.” 

The desire to be of service has motivated Dr. Chang 
throughout her career. “As a general dentist, I found 
my capacity to help people both look and feel better 
was extremely rewarding,” she says. “This satisfaction 
inspired me to pursue higher education in dentistry so that 
I could become even better at providing care for others. 
Almost half of the adults in the United States are suffering 
from periodontal diseases. I thought if I could be a good 
periodontist, I could help more people.”

“�It’s important to treat our patients’ 
symptoms, but equally critical to care 
for them as human beings.”

Dr. Chang is honoring her commitment to make a 
difference for patients by becoming an excellent 
clinician and researcher. A string of firsts highlights 
her recent accomplishments. “When I was a resident, 
I decided to investigate PRF, which contains a growth 
factor that can enhance wound healing,” she explains. 
“Our team obtained a grant to start the project. But 
people told me that it would be too difficult and was 
more appropriate for a PhD than for a master’s project.” 
In spite of the skepticism, Dr. Chang finished within the 
timeline and presented her findings at the Osteology 
National Symposium, where she won first prize in 
clinical research. That award was followed by a first in 
the graduate student research poster competition at the 
Midwest Society of Periodontology and another first in 
the Delta Dental Award for Innovation in Oral  
Care Research. 

Keeping abreast of new technology is another way that 
Dr. Chang is honing her skills. Her team received a grant 
from the Academy of Laser Dentistry to study the clinical 
and microbial outcomes of laser treatment in peri-
implant diseases. Working with the Computer Sciences 
Department to incorporate artificial intelligence into 
periodontology is also a new avenue of investigation. 

Dr. Chang views the Foundation as a partner on her 
professional journey. “I’m so grateful to be supported 
by this community,” she says. “They recognize the 
importance of funding research. If you truly care about 
your patients and periodontology, you can dedicate 
yourself to teaching and science. But if academics  
is not the right path for you, you can support the 
Foundation to ensure that others will be available to  
train a new generation.” 
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Patty and Paul Levi 
Research Award

Hongying (Lisa) Pan, BDS, PhD 
Dental Student 
University of Michigan

I grew up in a town in China where periodontitis is 
common,” says Dr. Hongying Pan. “Throughout my 
studies, I wondered why this preventable condition 

couldn’t be controlled.” When she began to practice 
dentistry, Dr. Pan’s interest in this question grew more 
urgent. “I saw patient after patient lose their entire 
dentition to a treatable disease,” she says. Dr. Pan 
realized that the solution to solving this problem lay in 
gaining a deeper understanding of periodontology and 
improvement of the individual health record.

Five years ago, Dr. Pan came to the United States to 
pursue her PhD training in bone regeneration in the 
Department of Periodontology at Harvard University. 
She’s currently participating in an international program 
at the University of Michigan for students who received 
a dental license outside the United States. She’ll receive 
her United States DDS degree in two-and-a-half years. 

During her graduate studies, Dr. Pan again encountered 
patients who were grateful to receive treatment, but 
failed to follow up with the brushing and flossing that 
would ensure prevention. She was determined to 
participate in a research project that would address this 
problem. When Dr. Jeff Wang recruited her to be his co-
investigator on a study to evaluate the effectiveness of 
a personalized oral health report (POHR), she found her 
niche. “It was incredibly powerful to witness a patient’s 

“�Even a small 
donation will 
change another 
person’s life and 
help to encourage 
research. If 
you talk to the 
recipients, you’ll see 
that what you’re 
doing is extremely 
important and 
changing the 
ongoing therapies 
in dentistry.”

30-year poor oral hygiene habit turn itself around as a 
result of adherence to the POHR protocol,” Dr. Pan notes. 
“The study also gave me a valuable understanding of 
periodontitis from a periodontist’s perspective.”

“I presented POHR with Dr. Wang at Global Initiatives, 
a Michigan program that trains dentists from selected 
countries, and I was inundated with interest from our 
Chinese colleagues,” she says. “For the first time in my 
training, I felt that I was close to the goals I originally set 
out to achieve. I am determined to bring POHR to the 
global stage by continuing with my periodontal research 
and sharing it with providers worldwide.”

“This award is very meaningful to me,” Dr. Pan says. 
“I hope that donors will focus on the impact they can 
make for students. I’d like them to know how grateful 
we are. Even a small donation will change another 
person’s life and help to encourage research. If you talk 
to the recipients, you’ll see that what you’re doing is 
extremely important and changing the ongoing therapies 
in dentistry.”

“
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Volpe Basic Science  
Research Fellowship

                           Jia Chang, DDS, PhD 
                           Assistant Professor 
                                 University of Florida

The good teacher explains, the superior teacher 
demonstrates, and the great teacher inspires.” 
This is a motto that Dr. Jia Chang strives to model. 

“As an academic periodontist, I want to inspire my 
students to incorporate science into their lives,” he says. 
“Science exists not only in technology and the abstract 
knowledge of books, but also in the attitude with which 
you approach personal issues and challenges.”

Like many researchers, Dr. Chang’s career choice 
was motivated by an insatiable desire to learn and 
grow. “What drove me to become so deeply engaged 
with science and eventually become an academic 
periodontist was my overpowering curiosity about the 
unknown,” he says. “My enthusiasm to bridge science 
with practice and the fulfillment I find as a teacher, 
proudly watching my students become respected 
dentists serving their communities, continue to reward 
me. It is not just a job opportunity; it is a gift and a 
blessing!”

Dr. Chang is a highly motivated periodontal clinical 
scientist with broad vision. He is dedicated to exploring 
craniofacial bone growth and inflammatory diseases. 
“My group developed the novel FBXO11 gene knockout 
and transgenic animal models for periodontitis/peri-
implantitis research,” he explains. “For the first time, 
our work identifies the FBXO11 gene as an essential 
regulator in bone metabolism and inflammatory bone 
loss such as periodontitis and peri-implantitis. This 
project is funded by a NIDCR R01 award from 2020 to 
2025. My team is also carrying out another NIDCR R01 

“�The good 
teacher 
explains. The 
superior teacher 
demonstrates, 
and the 
great teacher 
inspires.”

awarded project investigating the association of GCF 
and gingival tissue Micro RNA levels with the progress 
of periodontitis and the clinical prognosis. In addition, 
we are conducting clinical translational research to 
investigate the effects of antidepressant medication 
on periodontal and dental implant health in the dental 
clinic and in my lab at UF. We aim to address the 
osteoimmunological changes made by antidepressants 
around dental implants and teeth.” 

Encouraging students to share his enthusiasm for 
research is one of Dr. Chang’s top priorities. “I put 
tremendous effort into improving the quality of both 
the in-clinic and in-class education by incorporating 
the philosophy of science into my clinical instruction, 
lectures, and mentoring,” he says. “Every year, under 
my supervision, many periodontic residents, internship 
fellows, DMD students, and undergraduate students in 
the pre-dental track perform clinical and bench studies. 
My students have presented their research projects in 
a host of different conferences and symposia and have 
won several awards,” he enthuses.

“I really appreciate the AAP Foundation. This recognition 
validated my work, and the funding will help me to 
manage substantial student loans,” Dr. Chang says. He 
credits the Foundation with motivating him to keep on 
following his dreams in the same way that he strives to 
inspire his students.

“
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LEADERSHIP
THANKS TO OUR DONORS

Donors are the heartbeat of the AAP 
Foundation. Without them, dreams would 
go unrealized, new science would go 
undiscovered, and the specialty would stand 
in danger of marginalization.
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Platinum Donors 
$500,000+

The American Academy of 
Periodontology # 

Colgate-Palmolive and its 
subsidiary Colgate Oral 
Pharmaceuticals
Crest Oral-B P&G  
Professional Oral Health
Linda and E. Bud Tarrson *

Tarrson Dental Research 
Foundation #
Zimmer Biomet

Gold Donors 
$100,000-$499,000

BioHorizons
Carestream Dental
DENTSPLY Implants
Robert T. Ferris, DDS, PhD *

Nobel Biocare
OraPharma, Inc.
Osteohealth
Pfizer Consumer  
Healthcare Information 
(Johnson & Johnson 
Healthcare Products)
Philips Oral Healthcare, 
Inc.
Quintessence Publishing 
Company, Inc.
Jo M. Rummelhart, DDS *

Straumann USA, LLC
SUNSTAR
Mr. Ronald Tarrson, MBA

Unilever-Chesebrough 
Ponds

Silver Donors 
$50,000-$99,999

Khalid A. Al-Hezaimi, DDS

BIORA, Inc.
Dr. Jack Caton and  
Mrs. Harriet Caton *

Dr. L.K. and Lucy Croft *

Dr. Steven R. Daniel

Dr. Bryan Frantz and Dr. 
Linda Frantz *

Dr. John and Deborah Kwan

Patty and Paul Levi *

Dr. and Mrs. Michael K. 
McGuire *

Jose R. Mellado, DMD, MS

Midwest Society of Peri-
odontology #

Myron and Marcy Nevins

Neoss Inc.
Northeastern Society of 
Periodontists #

OMNI Preventive Care, A 
3M ESPE Company
Yoshihiro Ono

Joan Otomo-Corgel and 
Rich Corgel *

Paragon Implant Company
Dr. & Mrs. Chris Richardson

W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc.

Cobalt Donors 
$25,000-$49,999

Pat and Kay Allen

Erwin and Carol Barrington

Jerry and Jane Bowers

Dr. and Mrs. Sebastian 
Ciancio *

Donald and Maureen Clem

Dentium USA
Larry Farrell, MBA

Galderma Laboratories, L.P.
Dr. Joanne Gaydos-Daniel

Joseph E. Gian-Grasso, 
DMD

Hu-Friedy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc.
Vincent J. Iacono, DMD

Interleukin Genetics
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Jaffin

Richard T. Kao, DDS, PhD *

Barry Kayne, DDS

John and Shae Kobs

Alan M. Levine, DDS

Lifecore Biomedical
Pamela K. McClain, DDS

Kent and Phoebe Palcanis

Edwin S. and Joyce  
Rosenberg

Jay R. Salzman, DDS *

Southern Anesthesia & 
Surgical
Cheryl Lynn Townsend, 
DDS, MSD, MBA

Treloar and Heisel
WaterPik, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. S. Jerome 
Zackin *

Cumulative Giving of $5,000 and more
Through December 31, 2019

Corporate Partners
# �Academies, Boards, 

Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society
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Copper Donors 
$10,000-$24,999

Academy of Academic 
Leadership #

ACE Surgical Supply 
Company
ADA Foundation #

Don and Jessie Adams

Aegis Publications LLC
Wayne and Suzanne 
Aldredge

Leroy B. and Caroline B. 
Alford

Harua Matsukawa AP Study 
Club of Japan #

Robert F. Baima, DDS

Brigadier General (Dr.) 
Sharon R. Bannister 

Jay R. Beagle, DDS

Monish Bhola and Shilpa 
Kolhatkar *

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy M. 
Blieden

Kenneth W. and Mary Kay 
Bueltmann

Allan H. Charles, DDS

Eros S. Chaves, DMD

Gail and Susan Childers *

Charles M. Cobb, DDS

Dr. Gregg Codelli

H. Dalton Conner, DDS, MS

Walter E. Colon II, DMD, MS

Gregory J. Conte, DMD

Stephen A. Cook, DDS, MSD

John E. and Suzanne 
Crosland

Drs. Susan Leoni-Cutler and 
Richard Cutler

Alice DeForest

DENTSPLY Tulsa Dental 
Specialties
Henry and Joan Diversi

Gordon and Susan  
Douglass

Edward P. Allen Center  
for Advanced Dental  
Education #

Harley A. and Martha 
Ellinger

Exactech, Inc.
Lawrence A. Friedman, DDS

Jeffrey Ganeles, DMD

Drs. Mia Geisinger and 
Gregory Umphrey *

Geistlich Pharma North 
America Inc
Georgia Society of  
Periodontists #

William and Angela 
Giannobile

Mitchel S. Godat, DDS, MS

Stephen F. Goodman, DDS

Gary and Helene Greenstein

Terrence J. Griffin, DMD

Kent M. Hamilton

Everett B. Hancock, DDS

Stephen K. Harrel, DDS

John Eric Herrington, DMD

Hilton and Maureen 
Israelson

Terence S. Jackson,  
DMD, MA

James E. Jacobs, DMD

Vanchit and Sharmila 
John *

Georgia K. Johnson,  
DDS, MS

Susan Karabin, DDS

J. Daulton Keith Jr., DDS

Ken and Bonnie Kornman

Ms. Leslie Kramer

Robert A. Levine, DDS

Drs. Edward and Karen 
Marcus

Drs. Michael J. McDevitt 
and Martha Anne McDevitt

Brian and Carla Mealey

Benita Atiyeh Miller, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. P.D. Miller *

Michael P. Mills, DMD

John D. Moriarty, DDS, 
MS, PA

Rodrigo Neiva, DDS, MS

Dr. Marc and Stacey Nevins

Nancy L. Newhouse,  
DDS, MS

Patrick V. Nicosia, DDS, MS

Franklin D. Niver, DMD

David A. Noble, DDS

North Carolina Society of 
Periodontists #

Pacific Dental Services, Inc
Bryan S. Pearson, DDS, MS

Alan and Anne Polson

F. Neal Pylant Jr., DMD

Garry A. Rayant, DDS

Dr. Terry and Mrs. Greta 
Rees

Gary M. Reiser, DDS

Steven, Susan, and Hillary 
Reitan

John C. Remien, DDS

Paul A. Ricchetti, DDS, 
M.Sc.D

Peter and Tish Robinson

Louis F. Rose, DDS, MD and 
Claire Rose

Alan L. Rosenfeld, DDS

Dr. Dominique Rousson

Jeanne M. Salcetti, DDS, MS

Robert and JoAnn  
Schallhorn

Cary A. Shapoff, DDS

Thomas M. Smith, DDS

Mark B. Snyder, DMD

Dr. Kristi M. Soileau

Martha Somerman, DDS

John and Margaret  
Sottosanti

South Carolina Society of 
Periodontists #

Southern Academy of 
Periodontology #

Southwest Society of 
Periodontists #

Jason C. Stoner, DDS

Drs. Ronald and Janet 
Stukalin

Michael R. Sudzina

Edward and Beth  
Sugarman *

Dennis P. Tarnow, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffery 
Thomas

Leonard and Mary Jane 
Tibbetts

Gregory A. Toback, DMD, MS

Tom's of Maine, Inc.
Mario A. Vilardi, DMD

Robert A. Vitas, PhD,  
CAE, CFRE
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Cumulative Giving of $5,000 and more continued

James and Racquel Vlassis

Dr. Anthony R. Volpe

Barry D. Wagenberg, DMD

Richard and Sandra  
Harmon Weiss

James G. Wilson, DMD

Richard H. Yamada, DDS

Bronze Donors 
$5,000-$9,999

A. Titan Instruments, Inc.
Michael Abufaris, DDS

Dr. Billy Akin

Andrew L. Allen, DMD

Ana J. Amaya, DDS

American Board of  
Periodontology #

Luciano C. Andrada, DDS

Augusta University Dental 
College of Georgia #

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, 
MS, PhD

Bashar Bakdash, DDS

William T. Baldock, DDS, MS

Stephen L. Bass, DDS, MS

Leslie G. Batnick, DDS

William Becker, DDS

Sara A. Bender, DDS

Steven and Kathleen 
Berglund

Nabil F. Bissada, DDS

Patricia L. Blanton, DDS

Neil M. Blumenthal, DDS

Drs. Jason A. Boch and 
Cara L. Donley

Fred J. Bonacci, DMD

William K. Brayer, DMD

Dr. Michael R. Breault

Byron A. Brill, DDS

B. Charles Bruce, DDS

G. Revis Butler, DDS, MSD

California Society of Perio-
dontists #

Paulo M. Camargo, DDS

Dr. Nick and Theodora 
Caplanis

Fermin A. Carranza, DDS

Robert B. Churney, DMD

D. Ryan Clagett, DMD

Dr. and Mrs. Gilbert F. 
Coats

Mack Elbert Coker, DDS

Columbine Periodontal 
Study Group #

Thomas A. Copulos, DDS

Sallie Cuff

David K. Dennison, DDS

DENTSPLY
Harold A. Doerr, DDS

Jerry Drury, DDS, MS

John P. Ducar, DDS

Benjamin T. Duval, DDS

Michael S. Dwyer, BA, DDS, 
MS

Robert M. Eber, DDS, MS

Kathleen M. Eisin, DDS

L. David Engel, DDS

Harold H. Fagan, DDS

Steven J. Feldman, DDS

Frank Feuille V, DDS

Florida Association of 
Periodontists #

Gary M. Foshay, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. 
Frankel

Harvey Freed, DDS

Arnold and Linda Freedman

Stephen E. Fucini, DMD

Geistlich Pharma AG
Block Drug Corporation,  
division of  
GlaxoSmithKline
Sanford A. Glazer, DDS

Franklin L. Gordon, Jr., DDS, 
MS, MS

Marvin & Elaine Gottlieb

Elizabeth Grys, DDS

Kevin Guze, DMD

Michael B. Hagearty, DDS

Nicky M. Hakimi, DDS, MSD

Brien V. Harvey, DDS

Rick H. Heard III, DDS, MS

Dr. and Mrs. John R. Herrin

Dr. and Mrs. James W. 
Holland, Jr.

Thomas F. Holmes, DDS

Dr. Giles B. Horrocks

Iowa Society of  
Periodontology #

J. Kevin Irons, DMD

William C. James, DDS

James C. Jeffries, DDS, MS

Otis Johnson

David L. Jolkovsky, DMD

Ann M. Kania, DDS

Fred B. Kastenbaum, DMD

Dr. Patrick Keeley

J. Edward Kennedy, DMD

Corporate Partners
# �Academies, Boards, 

Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society
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Barry Kennedy, DDS

Thomas J. Kepic,  
DDS, MSD

David M. Kim, DDS

Norman Knight

Thomas E. Koertge, DMD

Ken and Sandy Krebs

Wayne Kye, DDS, MS

Colette Landry, DMD

Burton Langer, DMD

Victor T. Lee, DDS

Barry P. Levin, DMD

Nolen L. Levine, DDS

Frederick B. Lopp, DDS, MS

Eduardo R. Lorenzana, DDS

Louisiana Society of  
Periodontists #

Sam and Tess Low

Dr. Mark C. Lucas

Richard F. Marinello, DDS

Angelo Mariotti, DDS, PhD

Lisa B. Masters, DDS and 
Brad Woods, DDS

Clay and Pat Maupin

Charles McBrayer, DDS

Russell A. McCallion, DDS

Sharon and Jack Mellor

Jeannie H. Moran, DMD

Drs. Kevin G. Murphy and 
Lynn M. Zheutlin

J. D. Murray, DDS

Richard J. Nagy, DDS

Mary E. Neill, DDS

New Jersey Society of 
Periodontists #

Donald H. Newell, DDS

Michael G. Newman, DDS

Howard B. O'Koon

Gregory E. Oxford, DDS, 
MS, PhD

Fotinos Panagakos, DMD

Thomas P. Partridge, DDS

Perico, P. C
Daniel Perkins

Michael A. Pikos, DDS

David N. Plessett, DDS

Johannes A. Pretorius

Charles E. Rader, DDS

Pamela S. Ray, DDS

Willie J. Rhinehart

Paul R. Rhodes, DDS, MSD

Frank A. Roberts, DDS

Paul and Michele Romano

Jeffrey A. Rossmann,  
DDS, MS *

Louis F. Rubino Jr., DMD

Mark I. Ryder, DMD

E. Todd Scheyer, DDS, MS *

Roy A. Shellow, DDS

Marc and Karen Shlossman

Thomas N. Sims, DDS

William P. Sorensen, DDS, MS

Paul E. Speert, DDS

James D. Spivey, DDS

Charles and Margit Squire

Marc D. Stein, DDS

Gershon A. Stern, DDS

Marvin Stutman, DDS

Gerald S. Summerhays, DDS

Emmanuel M. Symeonides, 
DDS, MSc

Jonathan C. Szymanowski, 
DMD, MMSc

C. Thaddeus Szymanowski, 
DDS

Richard G. Tami, DDS

James H. Tanner, DDS, MS

Ronny & Marie Taschner

Randolph M. Terry Jr., DDS

Drs. John Vargo and  
Dianna Lenick

Diego Velasquez, DDS

Paul R. Weeks Sr, DMD

Thomas G. Wilson, DDS

W. Lee Young, DMD

Karl Zeren, DDS
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A. Titan Instruments, Inc.
Adrian E. Abrahams, DMD

Greg L. Adams, DMD

Don and Jessie Adams
In Memory of  
Dr. Robert J. Genco

Lance Adelson, DMD

Dean Nadeem Ahmad, DDS

Mary E. Aichelmann-Reidy, 
DDS

Yuichiro Akiyama, DDS

Wayne and Suzanne 
Aldredge

Khalid A. Al-Hezaimi, DDS

Eyad Al-Khalifa

Andrew L. Allen, DMD

Sarah Almotlag, DDS

Gary Ian Altschuler, DMD

Altura Periodontics - 
Drs. Emilio Arguello,  
Eduardo Marcuschamer & 
Alan Pomeranz

Darron R. Alvord, DMD

Ana J. Amaya, DDS

The American Academy of 
Periodontology #

Dorothy Anasinski, DDS

Howard H. Anderson, DMD

Luciano C. Andrada, DDS
In Memory of  
Dr. Ricardo Teles

John C. Aniemeke, DDS

James W. Antoon, DMD

Michael Arzouman, DDS

Steven L. Atlas, DMD

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, 
MS, PhD

Maged George Ayad,  
DDS, PhD

Robert F. Baima, DDS

Jennifer L. Bain, DMD

Brigadier General (Dr.) 
Sharon R. Bannister 

Clark Tobias Barco, DDS

Erwin and Carol Barrington

Stephen L. Bass, DDS, MS

Leslie G. Batnick, DDS

Joy M. Beckerley, DDS

Sara Behmanesh, DDS

Sara A. Bender, DDS

BioHorizons
In Honor of  
Dr. Myron Nevins

Zimmer Biomet
Bobby Birdi, DMD, MS

Catherine A. Bishop, DDS

Nabil F. Bissada, DDS

Elizabeth J. Bjornson,  
DDS, MHs

Col. Barbara Black

Steven Blanchard, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy M. 
Blieden

Stacey M. Blume, DMD

Drs. Jason A. Boch and 
Cara L. Donley

Carlo Maria Bolognesi, 
DMD

Fred J. Bonacci, DMD

Bruce and Debbie Boretsky

Anil K. Bouri Jr., DDS

Jonathan C. Boynton, DMD

William K. Brayer, DMD

Dr. Michael R. Breault

Steven K. Britain, DDS

Eric S. Brockman, DMD

Andrew Browar, DDS

Mark E. Buchman, DDS

George and Margaret 
Bumgardner

Leyvee Lynn L. Cabanilla, 
DMD

Ania Cabrerizo

Mike Calderon

AAP FOUNDATION 2019 DONORS
 
The AAP Foundation is grateful to those who made annual contributions of any amount.  
The more people who participate in the Foundation’s work through an annual contribution, 
the better equipped the Foundation is to support the specialty for future generations.

Corporate Partners
# �Academies, Boards, 

Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society
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Joseph V. Califano, DDS

Dana Camacho, MS, CFRE

Marilyn F. Canis, DMD, 
M.Sc.D

Ira L. Cantner II, DMD

Matthew Cantner, DMD

Dr. and Mrs. Phillip Caplan
In Memory of  
Dr. D. Walter Cohen
In Honor of  
Dr. Arnold S. Weisgold

Dr. Nick and Theodora 
Caplanis

Christopher J. Caputo, DMD

Lillian C. Carpio, DDS,  
MS, PhD

Julio Carrion

Timothy C. Carter, DDS

Edmund A. Cassella, DMD

Karim Chaddad, DDS, MS

Jane K. Chadwick, DDS

Heather Huffer Charchut, 
DMD

Eros S. Chaves, DMD

P. Kevin Chen, DMD, MS

Susan M. Chialastri, DMD

Gail and Susan Childers *

Robert B. Churney, DMD

Lewis J. Claman, DDS

Michael A. Clarke, DDS

Katharine Claussen, DMD

Donald and Maureen Clem

R. Bruce Cochrane, DDS, PC

Dr. Gregg Codelli

Cohen Charles

Scott Cohen, DMD, MSD

Mack Elbert Coker, DDS

Jeffrey A. Colligan,  
DMD, MSD

Bryan H. Collins III, DDS

Walter E. Colon II, DMD, MS

Gary G. Cook, DDS

Michael J. Cosimi, DMD

Aymee Costales-Spindler, 
DDS

Sophie R. Couto, DDS

Jeroen Craandijk, DMD, MSc

Sally Jo Cram, DDS

Paula S. Crum, DDS

Brad Crump, DDS, MS

Grace J. Dai, DDS

Alan A. Dalessandro, DDS

Dr. Steven R. Daniel

Caitlin D. Darcey, DMD, MS

James W. Davis, DMD

David E. Deas, DMD, MS

Robert G. Denmark,  
DMD, MPH

Dentium USA
Donald J. DeNucci, DDS

Sarah S. DeSanz, DDS

Jamie A. DeStefano, DMD

Paul D. DeVeau, DMD

Rick Diaz, DDS

Charles F. DiFranco, DDS, MS

Issa Dkeidek, DDS, MSD

Jonathan H. Do, DDS,  
Dip Perio

Larry Dober, DMD

Linda L. Dobis, DDS

Gordon and Susan Douglass

Lewis E. Dowden, DMD

Irina Florentina Dragan, 
DMD, MSc

Jerry Drury, DDS, MS

John P. Ducar, DDS

Sayward Edwards Duggan, 
DDS

Benjamin T. Duval, DDS

Robert M. Eber, DDS, MS

Kathleen M. Eisin, DDS

Satheesh Elangovan,  
DDS, DSc

Ian Elliott, DDS

Mona T. Ellis, DMD

David Engen, DDS

Ellyn M. English, DDS

Carlo Ercoli, DDS

Adam J. Eskow, DDS, MS

Michael P. Evans, DDS, MS

Robert A. Faiella, DMD, 
MMSc

James P. Fancher, DDS, PhD

Arta Farahmand, DDS

Caroline B. Faris,  
DMD, DMSc

Ardavan Fateh, DDS

Maxine A. Feinberg, DDS

Stuart A. Feldman, DDS

Steven J. Feldman, DDS

Barry D. Feldner, DDS

Chuck Felts, DDS, MSD

Dante J. Fiandaca, DDS

Joe Stevan Flores, DDS, MS

Craig K. Foisie, DMD, MS

Stephen A. Folson, DDS, MS

David Fraser, DDS

Peter & Linda Freedman

Arnold & Linda Freedman

Lawrence S. Freilich,  
DDS, PhD

Ronald Fried, DMD, MMSc

Lawrence A. Friedman, DDS

Natalie Ana Frost, DDS, BS

J. Paul Fuentes, DDS

Angela Gallis

Donald Gandolfo

Carlos Andres Garaicoa, 
DDS

Gloria A. Gargiulo, DDS

Richard and Amanda 
Gartner

Dr. Joanne Gaydos-Daniel

Drs. Mia Geisinger and 
Gregory Umphrey *

Dr. and Mrs. Miltiades 
Geivelis

Graziano D. Giglio,  
DDS, FACP
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M. Joan Gillespie, DDS

Sanford A. Glazer, DDS

Glustitch, Inc
Mitchel S. Godat, DDS, MS

Caroline H. L. Goh

David A. Goldberg, DMD

David S. Gottlieb, DMD

Ralph C. Gray, DDS

Elissa Beth Green, DMD

Gerald C. Green III, DMD

Kiya Green-Dixie, DDS, MS

Lionell N. Greenberg, DDS

Daniel M. Greising, DDS, MS

Jack Gruber, DDS

Elizabeth Grys, DDS

David & Judith Guild

Jerome Haber, DDS

Nicky M. Hakimi, DDS, MSD

Christine A. Halket, DDS, MS

John C. Hall, DDS, MS

Wendy M. Halpern, DMD

Wesley L. Hanson Jr., DDS

Geoff Haradon, DDS

Stephen K. Harrel, DDS

Brien V. Harvey, DDS

Pouya Hatam, DMD

Lee S. Hauer, DDS

Christine Hayashi, DDS, MS

Rick H. Heard III, DDS, MS

Michael W. Herndon, DDS

Caroline M. Herron,  
DDS, MSD

Emanuel Hnarakis, DDS

Patrick Hoag
In Honor of Diana K. Hoag

Tram Quynh Hoang, DDS

Hana C. Hobbs, DDS, MS

Peter K. Hobo, DDS

H. William Hoge, DDS, MS

Steven D. Hokett, DDS

Leslie Horn, DMD

Robert H. Hornbrook,  
DDS, MSD

Harold L. Horton, DMD
In Memory of  
Irving Glickman

Alexandra Hosking

Lawrence R. Hovey, DMD

Lewis G. Humphreys Jr., 
DMD

Vincent J. Iacono, DMD

Yorinobu Ikeda, DDS

Michael B. Imberman,  
DMD, M.Sc.D

Claudio Iwamoto, DDS, MS

Terence S. Jackson,  
DMD, MA

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Jaffin

Jim Janakievski, DDS, MSD

Karim Jarjoura, DMD, MS

Helene and Joel Jaspan

Hamed H. Javadi, DDS

Dennis Jodoin, DMD

Vanchit and Sharmila 
John *

Marshall V. Johnson, DDS

Deborah K. Johnson, DDS

Georgia K. Johnson,  
DDS, MS

Brenda M. Joy, DDS, 
FRCD(C)

Stephen S. Kallaos, DDS

John R. Kaminski, DDS

Ann M. Kania, DDS

Richard T. Kao, DDS, PhD *

Erica R. Kaplan, DDS, DABP

Natasha Kapoor, DDS

Minou Karbakhsch,  
DDS, MSD

Edward H. Karl, DDS

Michitsuna Katafuchi, DDS, 
PhD

James A. Katancik,  
DDS, PhD

Simona Katona, DDS

Claire C. Kaugars, DDS

John A. Keegan, DDS, MS

Corporate Partners
# �Academies, Boards, 

Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society
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William Patrick Kelsey V., 
DDS, MS

J. Edward Kennedy, DMD

Thomas J. Kepic, DDS, MSD

H. Chu Kim, DDS, MS

David M. Kim, DDS

Michael G. Kirsch, DDS

Ross E. Kline, DMD
In Memory of  
Dr. Jay Seibert

Perry Klokkevold, DDS

John and Shae Kobs

Raman Kohli, DDS, FRCD(C)

Jeffrey A. Kopman, DDS

Maria A. Kramer, DDS

John R. Kukucka Jr., DMD

Satish Kumar, DDS, MDSc

Dr. John and Deborah Kwan

Wayne Kye, DDS, MS

Silvia La Rosa, DDS

Tatiana de Bedout, DDS

Randall & Rose Laba

Terry L. LaBell, DDS

Karl P. Lackler, DDS

Rodrigo A Lagos, DDS

Brenton J. Lahey, DMD

Yen-Tseng Jen Lai, DMD, MS

Colette Landry, DMD

Dr. Greg and Susan 
Langston

Matthew D. Lann,  
DDS, MMSc

John C. Lanz, DDS

William S. Lavine, DMD, MSD

Richard N. Leaderman, DDS

Lisa A. Lear, DDS

Binnaz Leblebicioglu, DDS

Leland H. Lee, DDS

Eugenie E. Lee, DMD, MS

Neal Lemmerman, DMD, MS

Barbara A. Lesco, DDS

Francois Denis Letourneau, 
DMD

Ho-Yin Leung, DDS, MS

Patty and Paul Levi *

Barry P. Levin, DMD

Nolen L. Levine, DDS

Alan M. Levine, DDS

Rustin M. Levy, DMD

William Levy

Peter B. Liaros, DDS

Steven Lieber, DMD

Guo-Hao Lin, DDS

Zhao Lin, BDS, MMSc,  
MS, PhD

Sam and Tess Low

Kristian Lundgren- 
Koszeghy, DMD, MMSc

Arnold K. Lyon, DDS

Wenge Ma, DDS

Rui Ma, DMD

Main Line Periodontics & 
Dental Implants

In Memory of  
Dr. Robert S. Schoor

Patrick C. Makins,  
DDS, MSD

Dimitros Malamis, DDS

Steven C. Maller, DDS, MS

Joseph Maloney, DMD

Wichayapha Manorak, DDS

Jean-Pierre Masson, DMD

Lisa B. Masters, DDS and 
Brad Woods, DDS

Clay and Pat Maupin

Charles McBrayer, DDS

Thomas K. McCawley, DDS
In Memory of  
Dr. Mark K. Setter

Alicja McCrudden, DDS

Jeffrey McCullough, DMD

Thomas F. McGillicuddy, 
DMD

Jennifer L. McGuire  
Haveman, DMD

Holly A. McKnight, DDS, 
DABP

Kenneth J. McPartland, 
DMD

Timothy P. McVaney, DDS

Brian and Carla Mealey

Takis John Megas Jr., DMD

John David Meister,  
DMD, MS

Stephen Meraw, DDS

Robert and Barbara Merin

Charles J. Meyer, DDS

Patricia A. Miguez, DDS, MS

Mahogany S. Miles,  
DMD, MSD

Benita Atiyeh Miller, DDS

Lawrence S. Miller,  
DMD, PC

Michael P. Mills, DMD

Talin Mirzoyan

Stacy L. Moffenbier, DDS

Fausto R. Moncada, DDS

James B. Moncrief, DDS

Francisco T. Montamarta 
DDS

Michael Moreno, DDS

Joy S. Moretti, DDS

Marshall Morgan, DDS

Patrick J. Morris, DDS, MS

Stephen G. Morse, DMD

Ari L. Moskowitz, DMD

Yoichi Motomura, DDS

David A. Mott, DMD

David Allen Mugford, DMD

John H. Mumford, DMD

Phillip & Helen Murdock

Edward T. Murphy, DMD

Bernard W. Murray, DDS

Kazuya Nakashima, DDS

Ronald H. Nason, DDS, MS

Lloyd P. Nattkemper, DDS
In Memory of  
Dr. Dennis A. Shanelec

Kenneth D. Neidhart, DDS

Rodrigo Neiva, DDS, MS

Daniel W. Nelson, DDS

Joseph R. Nemeth, DDS
In Memory of  
Dr. Mark K. Setter

Kay L. Ness, DDS, MS

Myron and Marcy Nevins

Nancy L. Newhouse, DDS, 
MS

Dale A. Newman, DDS
In Honor of  
Dr. Benny F. Hawkins

Susan T. Nguyen, DDS, MSD

John R. Nitzell, DDS

Eric Louis Niver, DDS

Kirk W. Noraian, DDS

Roger Nouneh, DMD

Thanos Ntounis, DDS, MS
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Tadakazu Obama, DDS

Jennette O'Bryhim, DDS, MS

Steven B. Oken, DDS

Robert B. O'Neal, DMD

Yoshihiro Ono
In Honor of  
Dr. Myron Nevins

Lee E. Oppenheimer, DDS

Paul G. O'Reilly

Molly Oster, DDS, MS

Joan Otomo-Corgel and 
Rich Corgel *

Ruben Ovadia, DDS, MS

Benjamin T. Overstreet, DDS

Gregory E. Oxford, DDS, 
MS, PhD

Luis F. Pagan, DMD

Kent and Phoebe Palcanis

Fotinos Panagakos, DMD

Sohee K. Park, DMD, MHS

William B. Parker, DDS

William D. Parker, DDS

Ruth Elaine Parkin-Edwin, 
DMD

Carlos Parra, DDS

Maria E. Parrella, DDS

Stuart B. Pechter, DMD

Steven J. Peiser, DDS

Pennsylvania Association 
of Periodontists #

Luis A. Perez, DDS, MS

Daniel Perkins

Dennis J. Perrott, DDS

Jason M. Peterson, DDS

Brian A. Pitfield, DDS

Lillie Pitman, DMD

Alexandra Blake Plonka, DDS

Constantine L. Politis, DDS

Alan and Anne Polson

J. Nicholas Powell, DDS, MS

Sivaraman Prakasam,  
DDS, PhD

Johannes A. Pretorius

Alexander A. Pritsky, DMD

Robert P. Pulliam, DMD

F. Neal Pylant Jr., DMD

George Quintero, DDS

Quintessence Publishing 
Company, Inc.

In Honor of  
Dr. Myron Nevins

Barry L. Radell, DDS

Lavanya Rajendran, DMD

Elizabeth D. Ramos,  
DDS, MSD

Chad R. Raper, DDS

Pamela S. Ray, DDS

Garry A. Rayant, DDS

Galya Raz, DMD

William G. Reeves, DDS

Deborah M. Regan

Laura A. Reidy, DMD

Mark A. Reynolds, DDS

Dr. & Mrs. Chris Richardson

Heather K. Ridgway, DDS, MS

Bruce E. Ringdahl, DDS

Munehiko Ro, DDS, PhD

Paul B. Robertson, DDS, MS

Lt Col Janet Robinson

Juan C. Rodriguez, DDS

Antonino Romano, DDS

Paul and Michele Romano

John A. Rose, DDS

Louis F. Rose, DDS, MD and 
Claire Rose

In Honor of  
Dr. D. Walter Cohen

Jeffrey A. Rossmann,  
DDS, MS *

John Russo, DDS

Stephen Russo, DMD

Debra Rutherford

Mark I. Ryder, DMD

Erik F. Sahl, DDS

Takaaki Sakuma, DDS

Salvin Dental Specialties, 
Inc.
Richard Salzmann, DMD

Marquez Sams, DMD

Ray Sanai, DDS, MS

Takeshi Sasaki, DDS

Shigetaka Sasaki, DDS

Jessica Sathissarat, DDS

Alisa Sato, DDS

Rachel A. Schallhorn,  
DDS, MS

Robert and JoAnn  
Schallhorn

In Honor of  
Dr. Myron Nevins

Michael J. Scheidt, DDS

Eileen G. Schein, DDS

Robert E. Schifferle, DDS

Lary J. Schiller, DDS

Daniel B. Schneider, DDS

Christopher Schultz

Jane K. Segal, DMD

Milagros Serrano, DDS

Sahar Shafi, DDS

Gregory F. Shanbour, DDS

Cary A. Shapoff, DDS

Corporate Partners
# �Academies, Boards, 

Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society
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Dennis Sharkey III, DMD

Robert E. Sharp, DDS, MSD

Roy A. Shellow, DDS

Donald B. Sherman, DDS

Harlan Shiau, DDS, DMSc

Keiji Shigeno, DMD

Nicholas David Shumaker, 
DDS, MS

Rachel A. Sheridan,  
DDS, MS

James H. Sinks, DDS

James L. Slagle Jr, DDS

Alan D. Smith, DMD, MSD

Karl A. Smith, DDS, MS

Sherman O. Smock, DDS

Joan Smyth

Harold (Hal) B. Snyder III, 
DDS, MS

Stephen E. Soehren,  
DDS, MS

Dr. Kristi M. Soileau

Martha Somerman, DDS

Celia Sommer, DMD, MPH

Iyad A. Sood, DMD, MS

William P. Sorensen,  
DDS, MS

Southern Implants North 
America

In Honor of  
Dr. Myron Nevins

John K. Spitznagel,  
DDS, PhD

In Honor of  
Dr. James Mellonig

James D. Spivey, DDS

Vladimir Spolsky, DMD

Kathleen and Roger  
Stambaugh

In Memory of  
Dr. Earl Ness

Marc D. Stein, DDS

Travis Steinberg

Raymond J. Steiner, DDS
In Honor of  
Joseph J. Lawrence

John M. Stephenson, DMD

Bradshaw M. Stout, DMD

Jerry L. Stovall, DMD

Drs. Ronald and Janet 
Stukalin

SUNSTAR
William M. Suttle, DDS

Douglas L. Sweeney, DDS

Emmanuel M. Symeonides, 
DDS, MSc

Jonathan C. Szymanowski, 
DMD, MMSc

Mostafa Tabaa, DDS

David L. Tagge, DDS, MSD

Eduardo Tanur Arav, DDS

Mr. Ronald Tarrson, MBA

Ronny & Marie Taschner

Jennifer F. Taschner,  
DDS, MMSc

Dimitris N. Tatakis,  
DDS, PhD

Chase Taylor, DMD, MS

The Congregation of  
Temple Sinai, Inc.
Donald L. Theriault, DMD

Benjamin Rawsthorne 
Thomas, DDS

Kelley S. Thompson, DDS

Gregory A. Toback, DMD, MS

Col and Mrs. George E. 
Tolson

Keyla I. Torres, DMD

Cheryl Lynn Townsend, 
DDS, MSD, MBA

Suncica Travan, DDS, MS

Marie Claire Tredinick, DDS

Treloar and Heisel
Cristobal R. Trigueros

Satoru Urano, DDS

Martin Urban, DDS

Oscar E. Valenzuela, DDS

Sarah VanAmburg

Jody B. Vance, DDS

Ash Vasanthan, DDS
In Honor of  
Dr. Kent Palcanis

Demitri Villarreal, DDS, MS

Robert A. Vitas, PhD,  
CAE, CFRE

James and Racquel Vlassis

Keisuke Wada, DMD, DMSc

Byron M. Wade, DDS

Barry D. Wagenberg, DMD

Karen A. Wager, DDS

Stephen C. Wallace, DDS

Robert B. Walsh, DDS

Peter and Judi Wasserman

Morris W. Wasylenki,  
DDS, MS

Ronald H. Watkins, DDS, 
DMSc

Stephen C. Watson, DDS

Paul R. Weeks Sr, DMD

Whitney D. Weiner, DDS

Perry Westbrook,  
DMD, MSD

Sara J. Whitener, DDS

Michael S. Williamson

James G. Wilson, DMD

Katherine D. Wilson, DMD

Keitra T. Wilson, DDS 

Steven L. Wilson, DDS

Thomas G. Wilson, DDS

Alan A. Winter, DDS

Karen K. Wolf, DDS

Jacqueline Wong,  
DMD, MMSc

Phillip D. Woods DDS, MPH

James G. Woodyard,  
DMD, MS

Xixi Wu, BDS

Richard H. Yamada, DDS

Craig Y. Yonemura, DDS

Benjamin W. Young,  
DDS, MS

W. Lee Young, DMD

David H. Yu, DDS

Shan-Huey Yu, DDS

Barbara and Nevin 
Zablotsky

Mark D. Zahn, DDS, MS

Samuel Zfaz, DDS

Howard M. Zolot, DMD

Joseph M. Zona, DDS
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In 2019, the AAP Foundation again sponsored two AAP 
programs that fall in line with the Foundation’s mission: 
the Women in Periodontics (WIP) program and the 

Leadership Engagement Action Development (LEAD) 
Program. 

The Women in Periodontics Program has brought 
three new resources to the AAP membership, including 
a new e-newsletter called Perio Progress; a multi-
year on-demand webinar series focusing on financial 
management and security, public speaking and 
presentation skills, case documentation, and practice-
based clinical research; and a special networking event 
at AAP Annual Meetings. 

Dr. Joanne Gaydos-Daniel, chair of the WIP program, 
says, “Approximately 50 percent of periodontists are 
female in what was once a male-dominated profession. 
This significant shift in demographics spurred the 
formation of the WIP initiative by the AAP. While WIP 
was created to provide a professional home and support 
for women periodontists at all stages of their career, 
our Academy wants to promote women periodontists 
to ensure that they are accurately represented in AAP 
leadership, education, programs, and advocacy efforts. 
We have been able to have well-attended welcome 
receptions at our Annual Meetings, webinars, and an 
e-newsletter which highlights women periodontists. We 
are also planning a continuing education track pertinent 
to women at our Annual Meeting in Miami. It is only 
because of the generous financial support from the AAP 
Foundation, Nobel Biocare, and Lynch Biologics that we 
have been able to continue to expand the WIP program.” 

The LEAD initiative is an exclusive two-day program that 
aims to identify future leaders in periodontics, develop 
the necessary skills to ensure success, and inspire a 
commitment to advance the profession. 2019 marked 
the third offering of the LEAD Program. To be eligible 
for consideration, candidates must: 1) be an Active AAP 
member in good standing who has been in practice for 
fewer than 10 years; 2) have demonstrated a previous 
aptitude for leadership during residency, practice, or 
other setting; and 3) have shown an interest in playing 
a role in moving the specialty forward through clinical, 
scientific, or organizational leadership. Ten of the 15 
participants have received one or more awards or grants 
from the AAP and/or AAPF.

LEAD participants engaged in group sessions and 
discussions with seasoned Academy and Foundation 
leaders about academic, clinical, scientific, or 
organizational leadership opportunities. The leaders 
who shared their insights about the specialty included 
Drs. Wayne Aldredge, Sharon Bannister, Don Clem, 
George Mandelaris, Pamela McClain, Robert Pick, 
Chris Richardson, Jimmy Wilson, and AAP Foundation 
Executive Director Robert Vitas. 

2019 LEAD participant Fatemeh Momen-Heravi (2017 
Educator Scholar, 2018 Dr. D. Walter Cohen Teaching 
Award Recipient) says, “As a clinician-scientist, the 
LEAD program was an excellent resource, inspiration, 
and training for me. It taught me new skills and gave 
me a vision of how to become a strategic leader and 
team integrator while empowering people around me." 
Guo-Hao (Alex) Lin (2018 Teaching Fellow, 2017 ADEA/
AAL Fellow, 2016 Cohen Awardee) adds, “The LEAD 
Program helps me to connect with Academy leaders, 
fellow educators, and master clinicians in an interactive 
and amicable environment. We are all from different 
backgrounds and enjoyed sharing our current career 
path and professional goals with each other.” Lorenzo 
Mordini (2018 Nevins BioHorizons Fellow, 2017 ADEA/
AAL Fellow) emphasizes, “When the LEAD meeting 
ended, I felt enriched by this experience. I would 
recommend this experience to other colleagues, and I 
hope that this event will be repeated, as it is one of the 
best in the Academy.”

Dr. Pamela McClain, past president of the AAP 
Foundation and LEAD mentor says, “Having participated 
in the LEAD program as a mentor/leader I have had 
the opportunity to watch our future leaders become 
engaged and involved in various activities, which has 
been both gratifying and reassuring that our specialty is 
indeed in good hands.”

Women in Periodontics program and the Leadership  
Engagement Action Development (LEAD) Program.

LEADERSHIP



It is my pleasure to present this 2019 Financial Report to the generous friends and 
benefactors of the American Academy of Periodontology Foundation. The AAP 
Foundation's financial position remains strong thanks to your generosity, the vision 

of the Board of Directors, prudent management by staff, and a diversified portfolio. 
We remain by far the largest federally tax-exempt public charity in the United States 
devoted to periodontal education and research.

Investment income was much stronger in 2019. Major and planned gifts have 

increased. We are the beneficiary of more testamentary bequests than before. Dental 

industry continues to expand its support, indicating that the AAP Foundation inspires 

trust and confidence in what we do. The AAP Foundation stewards your dollars 

carefully and keeps operating expenses to a minimum so that maximum funding goes 

to our programs.	

The AAP Foundation has continued its support of education and research and is 

poised for new initiatives in 2020 and beyond. We have awarded $5.5 million in support 

of our specialty since our founding in 1990 and are determined to continue and grow 

this important work.

On behalf of our Board of Directors, volunteers, and staff, thank you for supporting our 

mission, our specialty, and the health of patients for over a quarter century.	

	

		

 
Robert A. Vitas, PhD, CAE, CFRE 
Executive Director

Here are the sources of  
our support:

Contributions and pledges totaled $494,819.

Investment income was  $1,013,694  on a 

portfolio of $8 million.

Programming garnered an additional $15,435  

in revenue. 

What do we do with your 
hard-earned dollars?

$358,500 granted in scholarships and 

fellowships reflects our unswerving commitment  

to periodontal education and research.

�Another $139,487 supported educational 

programming of the American Academy of 

Periodontology and the American Board of 

Periodontology.

Program support activities expended $214,002, 

Annual Meeting programs were $52,322, and 

Outreach programs totaled $338,688.

Operational expenses were $288,545,  

a decrease of 13% from 2018 due to lower-than-

anticipated expenditures related to a long-term 

database conversion project.

2019 Financial Report
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The AAP Foundation is grateful to all who donated and bid on items in our 2019 Silent Auction. The auction is an integral part of the Foundation’s 
presence at the Annual Meeting and helps raise funds to support our education and research mission. 

Thanks to the following companies who donated items to the 2019 auction: 

AAP Membership Department

ACE Surgical Supply Company

Alpine Pharmaceuticals

Anatotemp

CareCredit

Crest+Oral-B

Dentium USA

Glustitch, Inc

GOBY

HuberMed Inc.

Hu-Friedy Manufacturing Company, LLC

Impladent Ltd

Implant & Perio Care

KLS-Martin L.P.

Laschal Surgical Instruments, Inc

Medical Purchasing Solutions

Omnia LLC now provided by Crosstex

Osstell, Inc.

Osteogenics Biomedical

PDT, Inc.

Philips Sonicare and Zoom Whitening

Piezosurgery Inc., a Mectron Company

Quintessence Publishing Company, Inc. 

quip

Salvin Dental Specialties, Inc.

South Carolina Periodontal Society

Southwest Society of Periodontology

Sowingo

StellaLife VEGA Oral Care

Straumann

SUNSTAR Americas, Inc.

Theodent

Treloar & Heisel

Unicare Biomedical, Inc.

Versah, LLC

Walter Breitzke

Water Pik Inc.

Xemax Surgical Products, Inc

2019 was also the inaugural year for the Home State Showcase. AAP and Foundation 
leaders donated items representing their home states to add some variety and interest 
to the auction, and all were very well received. We are grateful to the following friends 
who donated auction items from their states:

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, MS, PhD

D. Ryan Clagett, DMD

Joanne M. Gaydos-Daniel, DDS, MSD

Mia L. Geisinger, DDS, MS

Georgios A. Kotsakis, DDS, MS

Purnima Kumar, DDS, PhD

Paul A. Levi Jr., DMD

Pamela K. McClain, DDS

Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS, MPH

Fotinos Panagakos, DMD, PhD

Christopher R. Richardson, DMD, MS

E. Todd Scheyer, DDS, MS

Kristi M. Soileau, DDS, MEd, MSHCE, FACD

AAP Foundation Silent 
Auction Donors 2019
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The Visionary Society encourages gifts of future assets, 
thereby ensuring the AAP Foundation's strength and 
viability over the longer term.

Visionary Society

The late Michael L. 
Barnett

Monish Bhola

Jack and Harriet Caton

The late Abram and Sylvia 
Chasens

Dr. Gail and Mrs. Susan 
Childers

Seb and Marilyn Ciancio

Ms. Joanne Cohen

The late Dr. D. Walter 
Cohen

Rich Corgel and Joan 
Otomo-Corgel

Lucy and the late L.K. 
Croft

D. Scott Fehrs

Robert T. Ferris, DDS, PhD

Drs. Bryan and Linda 
Frantz

Drs. Mia Geisinger and 
Gregory Umphrey

Vanchit and Sharmila 
John

Richard T. Kao, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Paul A. Levi, Jr. 

Michael and Jana McGuire

Dr. and Mrs. P.D. Miller

Dr. Gerald Pieroni

Michael P. and Gilia 
Rethman

The late R. Earl Robinson

Jeffrey A. Rossmann, 
DDS, MS

Jo M. Rummelhart, DDS

Dr. Jay Salzman

E. Todd and Stephanie 
Scheyer

Bryan Siegelman, DDS, Dip 
Perio

The late Bob Spettel

Dr. and Mrs. Edward 
Sugarman

Linda Tarrson and the late 
E. Bud Tarrson

Ken and Lisa Thomalla

The late Gayle Wood

Dr. and Mrs. Alan D. Young

S. Jerome Zackin

Educational Partner  
($25,000+)
AAP Foundation
ADHA
Osteology Foundation
SEPA

Signature Diamond Sponsors  
($100,000+ and  
$1M+ Lifetime)
Nobel Biocare
Straumann
SUNSTAR
Treloar & Heisel

Diamond Sponsor  
($100,000+)
Gesitlich Biomaterials

Platinum Sponsors  
($50,000-$99,999)
Crest+Oral-B (Procter & Gamble)
J Morita
Millennium
Zimmer Biomet

Gold Sponsors  
($25,000-$49,999)
Colgate
Dentsply Sirona Implants
Snoasis Medical

Silver Sponsors  
($5,000-$24,999)
BioHorizons
BIOLASE
Dentium USA
Dentsply Sirona Preventive
EMS
Hu-Friedy
Legally Mine
LYNCH BIOLOGICS
OraPharma
Perio Protect
Southern Implants
Versah

Bronze Sponsors  
($1,000-$4,999)
AEGIS Dental Network
A-Titan Instruments*
Avenues
PLANMECA
Quintessence Publishing
quip

Salvin Dental Specialties/Salvin 
Regenerative*
Zest Dental Solutions

* �AAP/AAPF Combined Investment  
Partner Program

American Academy of Periodontology
The AAP and AAP Foundation are two separate and distinct organizations 
that work in concert to advance the specialty of periodontology. The AAP is a 
membership organization and the AAP Foundation is a charitable organization. 
Each entity has their own unique executive director, board of directors/trustees, 
and staff. To thank the AAP for their partnership throughout the year, the 
Foundation offers the AAP this opportunity to recognize those companies who 
supported the AAP’s efforts in 2019.

Members of the AAP Foundation Visionary Society: 
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This year roughly 300 participants ran or walked to support periodontal education in 
the AAP Foundation’s 5th annual PerioDash virtual run! PerioDash was held during 
the first two weeks of October, and was supported by individuals, school teams, and 
practice teams. With team names like the “Gums N Roses” and “Gingiva Ninjas”, we 
know that people have a lot of fun with this event while raising money and awareness 
for the AAP Foundation. This year’s PerioDash raised more than $9,000 to support the 
AAPF’s education and research mission. Thanks to all our 2019 participants – hope to 
see you again next year!

Special thanks to A-Titan 
Instruments for sponsoring 
this year’s PerioDash!
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Chiho Ahn  
Harvard University
Kinan Al-Bitar 
Marquette University
Shadie Azar 
Indiana University School 
of Dentistry
Shabnam Behdin 
Case Western Reserve 
University
Jill Beitz 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Devin Christiansen 
University of Nebraska
Sophie Couto 
Texas A&M University 
Health Sciences Center, 
Baylor College
Shirin Farhadian 
Saint Louis University 
Health Science Center

Yolanda Ho  
Tufts University
Jamie Howard 
University of Alabama
Shakeel Khan 
Creighton University
John Kum 
Temple University
Joshua Lee  
Loma Linda University
Amanda Morris 
University of Texas Health 
Science Ctr at San Antonio
Naser Rezaei 
Stony Brook University
Miguel Romero-Bustillos 
University of Iowa College 
of Dentistry
Sepi Shafa 
University of California  
San Francisco

Samer Shaltoni 
University of Illinois at 
Chicago
Celia Sommer  
University of Michigan
Dennis Sourvanos  
University of Pennsylvania
Joelle Stanger  
Ohio State University
Travis Steinberg	
University of California  
Los Angeles
Allyson Supowicz 
University of Rochester
Charley Taylor 
University of Florida
Edidiong Umoh 
University of Texas School 
of Dentistry At Houston
Xixi Wu 
University of Oklahoma

2019 Student Ambassadors

Wayne A. Aldredge, DMD

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, 
MS, PhD

Monish Bhola, DDS

Nabil F. Bissada, DDS

Barry S. Blank, DDS

Julio Carrion, DMD, PhD

Gail G. Childers, DMD

John E. Crosland, DDS

Steven R. Daniel, DDS

Satheesh Elangovan, DDS, 
DMSc

Waeil Elmisalati, BDS

Owais A. Farooqi, DDS, MDS

Bryan J. Frantz, DMD

Praveen Gajendrareddy, 
DDS, PhD

Joanne M. Gaydos-Daniel, 
DDS

Joseph E. Gian-Grasso, DMD

William Giannobile, DDS, 
PhD

Larry S. Jacobson, DDS

Vanchit John, DDS, MSD

Susan Karabin, DDS

John H. Kobs, DDS, MS

Paul A. Levi Jr, DMD

Frank A. Maggio, DDS

Lisa B. Masters, DDS

Pamela K. McClain, DDS

Patricia A. Miguez, DDS, PhD

John D. Moriarty, DDS

Marc L. Nevins, DMD

Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS

Leena Palomo, DDS

Steven J. Peiser, DDS

Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, PhD, MS

Michael P. Rethman, DDS

Christopher R. Richardson, 
DMD, MS

Hector F. Rios, DDS, PhD

S. Timothy Rose, DDS, MS

Keerthana M. Satheesh, DDS

Hom-Lay Wang, DDS, MS, 
PhD

Bertina C. Yuen, DMD, MMSc

Maria Galvan, DDS, MS

2019 AAP Foundation Ambassadors

Ways to Give:

The American Academy of Periodontology 
Foundation (AAPF) is a federally tax-exempt not-for-
profit charitable organization and is the only entity of 
its kind dedicated to periodontists and the patients 
they serve. Your donations directly support education 
and research in the field of periodontology.

You can give to the AAP Foundation online, by phone, 
by mail, or through a planned gift. You can also 
donate in honor or in memory of a loved one. Choose 
from one of the following easy giving options:

Online: You can make an online donation through our 
secure online giving form, 24 hours per day at www.
periofoundation.org. You can use this form to make 
a one-time gift, set up a monthly recurring gift, or 
initiate a long-term pledge to be paid over time.

Phone: Credit card gifts are gratefully accepted at 
312-573-3257 during regular business hours.

��Mail: You can mail your AAPF donation to:
	 AAP Foundation 
	 PO Box 7020 
	 Carol Stream, IL 60197-7020

Planned Gift: If you’re interested in making a gift 
through your will, life insurance policy, trust, or 
IRA, please visit periofoundation.planmygift.org to 
explore your options, or call 312-573-3256 for more 
information. 

Thank you for your contributions to support the 
future of periodontology. Your generosity will have 
a lasting impact on the specialty’s educators, 
researchers, practitioners, and patients. 

Contributions made to AAPF qualify as charitable 
donations for federal income tax purposes, and 
are eligible for income tax deductions to the extent 
provided by law. Please consult with your tax 
adviser to determine the amount allowed. No goods 
or services will be provided in exchange for your 
generous financial donation.

The AAP Foundation is grateful for the support of the following Student Ambassadors 
in 2019. Each Student Ambassador delivers a presentation to his/her fellow residents 
to educate them regarding the opportunities available through the AAP Foundation, 
and to encourage them to support the Foundation’s work. The Student Ambassador 
serves as a liaison between the AAP Foundation and the residents of each school to 
keep them apprised of award deadlines, new programs, and more. 

Special thanks to A-Titan Instruments for their support of this program. A-Titan 
generously sponsored lunch for the residents in states in which they operate. 
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Nominating Committee
Maria Lynn Geisinger, DDS, chair
Pamela K. McClain, DDS

New Century Committee
Hector F. Rios, DDS, PhD, co-chair
Praveen Gajendrareddy, DDS, PhD, 
co-chair
Julio Carrion, DMD, PhD
Patricia I. Diaz, DDS, PhD
Luciana Shaddox, DDS, MS, PhD
Thiago Morelli, DDS, MS

D. Walter Cohen Award Selection 
Committee
Joseph Gian-Grasso, DMD, chair
Jack G. Caton, DDS
Yau-Hua Yu, DDS, DMSc
Irina Florentina Dragan, DDS, MS
D. Ryan Clagett, DMD
David Meister, DMD, MS

AAP Educator Scholarship Selection 
Committee
Jennifer L. Bain, DMD, PhD, chair
Flavia Pirih, DDS, MS, PhD
Hector F. Rios, DDS, PhD
Roger Arce, DDS 
Fatemeh Momen-Heravi, DDS, PhD

AAP Teaching Fellowship Selection 
Committee
Patricia A. Miguez, DDS, PhD, chair
Vivek Thumbigere-Math, DDS, PhD
Georgios A. Kotsakis, DDS
James A. Katancik, DDS, PhD
Satheesh Elangovan, BDS, ScD, DMSc

Charles W. Finley Grant Selection  
Committee
David W. Paquette, DMD, MPH, DMSc, 
chair
Purnima Kumar, DDS, PhD
James Burke Fine, DMD

Dr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Kramer Award 
Selection Committee
David Carbonaro, DDS, chair
Diego Velasquez, DDS
Satish S. Kumar, DMD, MDSc, MS
Glenn M. Fujinaka, DDS

Richard J. Lazzara Fellowship  
Selection Committee
J. Kobi Stern, DMD, MSc, chair
Srinivas Rao Myneni Venkatasatya, 
BDS, PhD
Jeffrey A. Rossmann, DDS, MS 
Sangeetha Chandrasekaran, BDS 

Patty & Paul Levi Research Award  
Selection Committee
Kevin Guze, DMD, chair
Fred J. Bonacci, DMD
Terence S. Jackson, DMD, MA
Samuel Koo, DDS, MS, DMSc
Leena Palomo, DDS
Patty Levi
Thomas W. Sterio, DMD, MS

Dr. James T. Mellonig Regeneration 
Research Award Selection Committee
Herbert J. Towle III, DDS, chair
E. Todd Scheyer, DDS, MS
Bruce A. Doll, DDS

Nevins & Nevins BioHorizons  
Fellowship Selection Committee
Pamela K. McClain, DDS, chair
Sharon Bannister, DDS, MS
Marc L. Nevins, DMD, MMSc
Hom-Lay Wang, DDS, MS, PhD
Paul S. Rosen, DMD, MS

Robert S. Schoor Research Award  
Selection Committee
Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, MS, PhD, 
chair
Sivaraman Prakasam, DDS, PhD
Thomas W. Sterio, DMD, MS
Nicky M. Hakimi, DDS, MSD 

Bud & Linda Tarrson Fellowship 
Selection Committee
José R. Mellado, DMD, MS, chair
Julio Carrion, DMD, PhD
Keith L. Kirkwood, DDS, PhD
Paulo M. Camargo, DDS
Kevin Wanxin Luan, BDS, MS
Abhiram Maddi, DDS, PhD

Volpe Basic Science Research  
Fellowship Selection Committee
Thomas W. Oates, DMD, chair
Yun Wang, BDS, MS, PhD
Srinivas Ayilavarapu, DDS, DSc
Anna Dongari-Bagtzoglou, DDS
Yong-Hee Patricia Chun, DDS, PhD

Officers
Fotinos S. Panagakos, DMD, 
PhD, President (2020)
Sharon R. Bannister, DDS, 
MS, Vice President (2021)
Diego Velasquez, DDS, MSD, 
Secretary-Treasurer (2022)
Pamela K. McClain, DDS, 
Immediate Past President, 
DDS (2019)

Directors
Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, 
MS, PhD (2021)
Steven R. Daniel, DDS 
(2019)
Bryan J. Frantz, DMD, MS 
(2021)
Richard T. Kao, DDS, PhD 
(2020)
Jose R. Mellado, DMD, MS, 
ABP Representative
Erin O’Donnell Dotzler, MPP, 
Ex officio
Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, MS, 
PhD (2020)
Kristi M. Soileau, DDS, MEd 
(2021)

Honorary Directors
Linda Tarrson

Staff
Robert A. Vitas, PhD,  
CAE, CFRE 
Executive Director
Dana Camacho, MS, CFRE 
Director of Development
Sarah VanAmburg 
Development Coordinator
Ariel Medoff, MA, MLIS 
Awards Coordinator

2019 AAP Foundation 
Board of Directors 
and Staff

Front Row (L to R): Pam McClain, Foti Panagakos, 
Sharon Bannister, Diego Velasquez

Back Row (L to R): Erin O’Donnell Dotzler (AAP Executive 
Director, ex-officio), Steve Daniel, Bryan Frantz, Rich Kao, 
Kristi Soileau, Flavia Pirih, Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, Bob Vitas 
(AAPF Executive Director), Dana Camacho (AAPF Staff), Ariel 
Medoff (AAPF Staff), Sarah VanAmburg (AAPF Staff)

Not pictured: Jose Mellado (ABP Representative)
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