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Dear Colleagues,

I had the honor and privilege of serving as the President of your AAP Foundation in 2017. Your 
investment this year has helped the Foundation make great strides in strengthening the specialty, 
and these initiatives are only possible through your generosity. During our Annual Meeting in Boston, 
Massachusetts, I was reminded often of a quotation from former President John F. Kennedy Jr., “Effort 
and courage are not enough without purpose and direction.” I am so proud of the steadfast effort and 
dedication to our purpose of supporting education and science in periodontology. 

In 2016, the AAP Foundation pledged its support to assist the AAP and the European Federation of 
Periodontology to hold the World Workshop on the Classification of Periodontal and Peri-Implant 
Diseases and Conditions, and 2017 saw that investment come to fruition. In November 2017, nearly 
170 experts from Europe, Asia, Australia, and the Americas gathered in Chicago to reassess what 
constitutes periodontal health and disease. The AAP Foundation was proud to be a part of this 
landmark event.

In response to a proposal from the AAP, the AAP Foundation also made a commitment to support 
the AAP’s Women in Periodontology (WIP) and Leadership, Engagement and Development (LEAD) 
programs. The AAP Foundation recognizes that our strength as a specialty lies not only in our 
investment in stellar award recipients, but also in our diversity and the commitment of our leaders, 
today and in the future. The Foundation’s support of these programs will further enable us to fulfill 
our mission of creating a stronger specialty for us all.

One of our most important and meaningful investments is our commitment to encouraging bright 
minds to pursue academic careers. In 2017, the AAP Foundation awarded nearly $400,000 to 
outstanding individuals who are committed to a career in teaching, who are conducting innovative 
research, and who are exemplifying the excellence our profession has come to represent. As a former 
AAPF award recipient myself, I am keenly aware of what the monetary support and recognition mean 
for young people choosing a path in academia and for those they teach and inspire. Their stories are 
told in the pages that follow, and I hope you feel the same pride I feel when I see where the future of 
our specialty is heading. 

We had a successful meeting in Boston, with our sold-out Signature Recognition Event at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, providing the perfect backdrop to highlight the talent and 
dedication of our 2017 Foundation award recipients! Participation in our annual virtual run, PerioDash, 
increased by 50% in 2017, with several schools forming teams to boost participation. The volunteers, 
leaders, and donors to the AAP Foundation have once again shown what a dedicated group of people 
can accomplish. 

I hope you will join us as we continue our work to strengthen the specialty, retain top-notch faculty for 
our schools, and move towards our goal of achieving optimal periodontal health for all.

Kindest regards,

Maria L. Geisinger, DDS, MS
President



 EDUCATION: Meet 

the AAPF 2017 Award 

Recipients who will 

inspire the periodontists 

of tomorrow. 
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A self-driven critical thinker who likes to examine issues from 
multiple perspectives, Dr. Yu Wang believes in the benefits of 
an interdisciplinary teaching approach. A beneficiary of the rich 
academic traditions of the University of Pennsylvania and Columbia 
University, Dr. Wang is well-prepared to offer her students a blended 
academic philosophy that combines her periodontics training from 
Columbia University and background in oral surgery.   

“I’ve lived in different countries and taught in a variety of settings, and 
have learned that the most critical factor of success when engaging 
with different learners is to embrace diversity. Embracing diversity 
to me means acknowledging students as individuals and identifying 
ways for the students to learn best,” says Dr. Wang. She promotes an 
evidence-based approach to treatment planning and decision making. 
In addition, Dr. Wang urges her students to think independently in 
both clinical and didactic settings. “I always encourage my students to 
challenge themselves and treat each patient with a fresh pair of eyes,” 
she says. 

Dr. Wang is an eclectic learner who loves to multi-task. “I enjoy the 
balance of my job,” she says. “I do research, clinical teaching, didactic 
teaching, and administrative work. I believe this experience deepens 
my knowledge, which I can then impart to my students.”  

Although Dr. Wang loves surgery, she sees periodontology as the 
foundation of dentistry. She says, “In the predoc clinic, almost every 
single patient needs to be seen by a periodontist. You need to make 
sure the teeth have solid periodontium for the success of subsequent 
interdisciplinary collaboration treatments. Periodontology is one of 
the most important puzzles in dentistry.” 

Of her award, Dr. Wang says, “This scholarship provides significant 
assistance to me to pursue dental education. It’s very meaningful to receive an award named after the 
educator who established the University of Pennsylvania’s periodontics program.” Support from the AAP 
Foundation has also allowed Dr. Wang to focus on her study of microbiology, where she identifies the 
uncultured potential periodontal pathogens to better understand the cause of the disease.

Dr. Wang wants donors to understand that, “young periodontists who have devoted themselves to academia 
truly appreciate the chance to focus on education and research. This generosity benefits not only educators 
and researchers, but also dental students and future generations.” 

Yu Wang, DDS
Clinical Instructor of Periodontics,  
University of Pennsylvania

2017 Dr. D. Walter  
Cohen Teaching Award
The AAP Foundation is grateful to  
Carestream Dental for their support of  
the Dr. D. Walter Cohen Teaching Award.

 EDUCATION“�This scholarship provides significant 
assistance to me to pursue dental education. 
It’s very meaningful to receive an award 
named after the educator who established 
the University of Pennsylvania’s periodontics 
program.”
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Seiko Min, DDS, MS, PhD
Assistant Professor 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston 

Bud and Linda  
Tarrson Fellowship

“�In the past, I have been so 
lucky to have excellent 
mentors who changed my 
life completely. So, I would 
like to be a good mentor 
for my students—to inspire 
them and influence them 
towards their best future.”

As enthusiastic as Dr. Seiko Min is about 
periodontology, he is just as passionate 
about teaching. With a PhD in bone biology, 
his career objectives are to contribute to 
society by helping to improve oral health 
and overall health in his roles as a health 
care provider, teacher, and researcher. 
Dr. Min is involved in both basic science 
and clinical research related to bone 
regeneration. He is investigating the process 

of regenerating craniofacial defects in the presence of antibodies that bind and concentrate bone morphogenetic 
proteins. He appreciates the specialty’s basis in evidence and its foundation in research.

Dr. Min has published numerous research papers and has given many poster and oral presentations, as well 
international lectures. During his previous training at University of Southern California, he became an accomplished 
clinician, educator, and scientist. However, the academic journey was not always easy. There were times when Dr. 
Min doubted his chosen career path. “Although I faced many challenges, I trusted my gut feelings and kept trying, 
sometimes failing, but always continuing to try in order to learn and grow. Then, all of my efforts and achievements 
were validated by the Tarrson Fellowship Committee. It’s a great honor to receive this award. Looking at the 
prestigious periodontists who are past recipients, I never thought I’d be a part of this family,” he explains.

From lecturing to doing research, Dr. Min enjoys everything 
about his current academic position. But his favorite part is the 
opportunity to mentor students. “In the past, I have been so lucky 
to have excellent mentors who changed my life completely. So, I 
would like to be a good mentor for my students—to inspire them 
and influence them towards their best future,” he says. 

 “The Bud and Linda Tarrson Fellowship will enable me to continue 
pursuing my dream of an academic career that allows me to 
help prepare the next generation of periodontists through both 
mentoring and teaching, and to conduct innovative research from 
which both patients and dentists can benefit,” he adds. 
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“I want to fulfill being a  
leader in periodontology, 
organized dentistry, and 
research. This award 
motivates me to make  
that goal a priority.”

Daniel Sabra, DMD
University of Texas Health Science Center,  
San Antonio  Perico Group
Swampscott, Wakefield, Boston 

2017 Dr. and Mrs. Gerald 
M. Kramer Scholar Award 
for Excellence

“�I  t was a huge honor to be recognized by the Foundation,” says Dr. Daniel Sabra. “The 
periodontists who nominated me are the people I look up to most in the dental world.” 
That his colleagues recommended him for the Kramer Award, will be an ongoing source of 
motivation for Dr. Sabra. 

	� The award is given to third-year students who demonstrate excellence in character, 
integrity, and academic achievement, and Dr. Sabra draws inspiration from its meaning. 
He looks forward to a multifaceted career and is committed to excellence across the 
spectrum of professional achievement. “I want to fulfill being a leader in periodontology, 
organized dentistry, and research. This award motivates me to make that goal a priority,” 
he explains. The grant has also given Dr. Sabra some breathing room to take care of 
pressing every day concerns such as buying a car for transportation to work and paying 
off student loans.

	 Dr. Sabra’s practice was founded by Drs. Kramer and Nevins in the 1960s, giving this 		
	 recognition added significance. The current partners are clinicians and leaders that Dr. 		
	 Sabra looks to as role models for his future. “I strive to be like those at this practice. They 

are all great mentors,” he says.

The Foundation, Dr. Sabra believes, has played an 
important role in the quality of his education. “The  
loans that people have when they come out of school 
make pursuing an academic career really challenging,” 
he says. This young clinician views Foundation support as 
a tipping point that allows aspiring academics to become 
outstanding teachers. 

Dr. Sabra’s own interests are centered around  
clinical practice. He loves every aspect of patient  
care. Collaborating with others is another passion. He 
says, “My vision is to partner with young dentists and 
grow with them. I hope to develop a rapport and treat 
patients with them. We can take advantage of technology 
and use that to its full potential.” Dr. Sabra sees a 
future of learning along with others in his generation. 
Eventually, he is certain, they will take a place as leaders 
in dentistry.
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Dr. Fatemeh Heravi’s gratitude mirrors the Foundation’s goal of seeding periodontal education with the best 
and the brightest and watching them become strong leaders. “This kind of award can be life changing for people 
who have worked so hard,” she says. “We have tremendous passion to make a difference. We’ve chosen a way 
that’s not easy and that includes lots of challenges. Supporting educators empowers a generation and has a 
huge impact on the students who will be trained by these academics,” she adds.

Dr. Heravi is an enthusiastic scientist and teacher who is deeply engaged in her work. She says, “It never gets 
boring, there are always new questions in research. The thrill of discovery and the resilience you develop are 
very rewarding. Giving your students the tools they need and empowering them to figure out their place in the 
specialty are gratifying beyond words. It’s so satisfying to impact a life through education and training.”

A background in immunology made the specialty’s rich connections to basic science and its varied research 
components intriguing for Dr. Heravi. She is motivated by the potential for periodontology to have a positive 
effect on a patient’s general health. “Periodontology offers lots of space to discover and create an impact at the 
scientific and clinical level. You can take your findings from bench to chairside,” she says. 

The interface of immunology and periodontal disease and the role that periodontal inflammation plays in the 
activation of oral cancer pathways are among Dr. Heravi’s current research interests. She hopes to eventually 
have her own lab as well as teach her students in clinical settings. “I want to ignite the thrill of learning. There 
is a lot of potential to apply science to a clinical setting. Each time you connect the dots you find additional 
meaning. I’d like my future students to see outside the box and to combine research and clinical practice,” she 
says. Dr. Heravi’s commitment to science and her expertise were validated when she received AAP’s 2017 
Balint Orban Award for best research 
in clinical science, and an award 
from the Northeastern Society of 
Periodontology. Dr. Heravi will start 
as a full-time faculty member in the 
Division of Periodontics at Columbia 
University College of Dental Medicine 
upon graduation.

Dr. Heravi affirms her gratitude saying, 
“The support I have received has 
encouraged me and made me hopeful 
that I can make a difference in people’s 
lives. The path I’ve chosen in academic 
periodontology is the right path.”

Fatemeh Momen-Heravi, DDS, PhD
Assistant Professor of Dental Medicine  
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine 

AAP Educator Scholar

 EDUCATION
“�The support I have received has encouraged 
me and made me hopeful that I can make a 
difference in people’s lives.”
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Kevin M. Byrd, DDS, PhD
Resident and Postdoctoral  
Research Associate
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

AAP Educator Scholar

“�The Foundation is a long-term investment in 
the specialty’s health and well-being. Recent 
grantees have provided a great return on those 
funds, and they will continue to do so.”

“�I  would not be where I am today without the 
Foundation award,” says Dr. Kevin Byrd. “The 
field of periodontology is incredibly supportive 
of research careers, and I really wanted to be 
a part of that. However, I had all my dental 
school debt. The award has allowed me to pay 
down significant chunks of my loans and still 
do research. Without this support, it would be 
really difficult to remain in an academic career, 
and for that, I couldn’t be more appreciative. 

	 Dr. Byrd recently completed his PhD and is 		
	 currently a postdoctoral research associate 	
	 and a resident in the University of North Carolina 	
	 Graduate Training Program in Periodontology. 	
	 Research plays a significant role in his academic 	
	 life. In 2016, he successfully applied for a 5-year 	
	 K08 grant from the National Institute of Dental 	
	 and Craniofacial Research. These awards 		
	 support promising young clinical scientists. Dr. 	

	 	 Byrd’s project involves understanding how oral 
tissues are built during development and applying these mechanisms to both cancer and wound healing. 
He is also developing techniques to profile individual cells from patient biopsies that he hopes to use to 
as a diagnostic and prognostic chairside aid for periodontitis in the future.

Periodontology is exciting for Dr. Byrd on multiple levels. “I had an early interest in pathology and 
surgery,” he says. “I was an assistant for a number of years in hospitals, and I participated in both 
inpatient and outpatient procedures.” The specialty allows him to be involved in each of those areas of 
science and patient care.

Dr. Byrd believes, “The Foundation is a long-term investment in the specialty’s health and well-being. 
Recent grantees have provided a great return on those funds, and they will continue to do so.” Dr. 
Byrd’s grant has allowed him to thrive in an academic environment. “I’ve had mentors who have 
spent time with me to give me this opportunity. Now I have the chance to give back,” he says. Dr. Byrd 
expresses his gratitude by supporting young dentists and participating in outreach to potential STEM 
students to help them develop their talents.
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“�I  chose periodontology for the intrigue and the 
challenge,” says Dr. Chun-Teh Lee. He sees the 
specialty as a microcosm that includes a wide 
range of science encompassing immunology, 
microbiology, epidemiology, and genetics. Dr. Lee 
views periodontal research as vital to solving clinical 
problems in dentistry. “Nearly fifty percent of adults 
are suffering from periodontitis,” he notes. Dr. Lee 
says, “Periodontal health is fundamental to all dental 
treatment. Until periodontal inflammation is under 
control, other therapies can’t be initiated without a 
high risk of complications.”

Dr. Lee is participating in several different types 
of research projects related to implants and 
periodontal disease. He is involved in a retrospective 
study comparing the success and survival of 
endodontically treated teeth versus implants. The 
Osteology Foundation is also supporting his work on 

a clinical trial to investigate aesthetic outcomes following an immediate implant. Helping his 
residents design and manage their thesis projects also gives him a high profile in the lab.

Dr. Lee was thrilled to learn that a paper he co-authored, Resolvin E1 Reverses Experimental 
Periodontitis and Dysbiosis, won the first Sunstar Foundation Perio Link Award. This prize 
was established to highlight the importance of oral health by bringing together scientists 
who are making an impact for the public in their field.

The Foundation grant has strengthened Dr. Lee’s longstanding dedication to research and 
his motivation to be an academic leader. He’s committed to living up to the investment that 
has been made in his career. “I will try to be a great educator, clinician, and scientist,” he 
promises. “I would like to encourage my colleagues and students to apply for Foundation 
grants.” Dr. Lee believes the Foundation has an important role in inspiring young residents 
and educators. It also is a significant source of funding for the basic research that generates 
improvements in clinical practice. He hopes to return the trust the Foundation has placed 
in his abilities by participating on a committee or in some other area of governance. 
“Volunteers can improve the quality of services and assist colleagues and students in 
utilizing these resources,” he says. 

A native of Taipei, Taiwan, Dr. Lee came to the United States in 2009. He attended Columbia 
University for residency and then spent three years at Harvard University before making his 
way to Texas. He’s happy to call the Lone Star State his new home.

“�Until periodontal inflammation 
is under control, other therapies 
can’t be initiated without a high 
risk of complications.”

Chun-Teh Lee, DDS, MS
Assistant Professor
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston

AAP Teaching Fellow
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For Dr. Srinivas Myneni, 2017 was a banner year. He 
celebrated both his wedding and a fellowship award.  
“The AAP Foundation has touched my life and brought 
me where I am today,” he says, adding “I will never  
forget this. My mom was thrilled. My dad passed away 
when I was young, and she raised me by herself. She  
was so happy to see me achieve this.”

“When I received the award, I had just finished my first 
years in my academic career,” Dr. Myneni says. “The Fellowship has given me the time to pursue my passion.”  The 
grant relieved Dr. Myneni’s financial burden, making it easier for him to focus on his academic life. He and his wife 
are considering buying a house, which will also contribute to their stability and give them stronger roots within the 
academic community. “I’m on a positive path,” he says. Dr. Myneni adds, “Senior people in the field believe I’m doing the 
right things, and I’m receiving lots of mental support and validation.” 

Dr. Myneni believes, “From microbiology to regeneration, periodontists are the doctors who connect to systemic 
health. We’re the physicians of the mouth.” He is fascinated by the dynamic quality of his chosen specialty. He finds the 

combination of science, clinical care, and 
research—all focused on the elimination of 
disease—both intriguing and intellectually 
stimulating. 

Working with dental students is a great 
source of satisfaction, and Dr. Myneni 
has extended his reach to include 
young people in high school. Through 
the Discover Dental program, he gives 
lectures and also supervises hands-on 
teaching with mannequins to educate 
teens about the diversity of the dental 
field. Teaching is a passion, and Dr. Myneni 
sees himself in the profession for the long 
haul. At this point in his career, he’s looking 
to apply for tenure. Further down the 
road, he would like to use his expanded 
skills and experience to lead a periodontics 
department.

Dr. Myneni also hopes to give some time 
and effort back to the Foundation. “I came 
from India with student loans,” he says. 
“I struggled to be part of a new system. 
Foundation donors have been such an 
important component of my success.” Dr. 
Myneni believes that every contribution 
has an impact on the specialty. He urges 
others to lend their support saying, 
“Whatever you can give, however you can 
help, it makes a difference. There is such 
meaning in education.”

“�Whatever you can give, however you 
can help, it makes a difference. There 
is such meaning in education.”

Srinivas Myneni, DDS, MS, PhD
Director of Periodontal Research and Assistant Professor
Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine 

AAP Teaching Fellow

 EDUCATION
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Charles W. Finley  
Visiting Scholar Education Grant

The Charles W. Finley Visiting Scholar Education Grant was established to honor the memory of 
Dr. Charles W. Finley and all the great periodontal leaders of the past, present, and future. Grants of 
$2,000 are awarded to accredited U.S. periodontal programs to offset honoraria, travel, promotion, 
and seminars by speakers in periodontology. The grants must be matched by funds from each 
department or institution. Though the speakers spend much of their time with the periodontics 
department students and faculty, the grant requires that the speaker present a formal program to the 
entire dental school on a subject of interest. This year’s recipients are Indiana University, Ohio State 
University, Augusta University Dental College, the University of Washington, and Case Western Reserve 
University.

Indiana University invited Dr. Leena Palomo to be their Finley award presenter this year. She addressed 
topics including Periodontitis in Post-Menopausal Women and her Journey in Academia and Experiences 
with Mentorship. Dr. Palomo serves as Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Periodontology in 
the Department of Periodontics, School of Dental Medicine, at Case Western Reserve University. 

A 2017 Finley Visiting Scholar Education Grant was awarded to the Advanced Education Program in 
Periodontics, College of Dentistry, The Ohio State University, for a visit by Dr. Charles Cobb. Dr. Cobb’s 
visit included presentations and social events, which provided the opportunity for interactions between 
the Visiting Scholar and residents and faculty of the program. Dr. Cobb first delivered a College-wide 
presentation on Diode and Nd:YAG Lasers in Periodontics, which was attended by College faculty, 
students, and alumni. Dr. Cobb subsequently spent informal time with the residents and then delivered 
a second lecture on Lasers in the Treatment of Periodontitis, to periodontal faculty and residents. 
Dr. Cobb’s presentations were extremely well received and afforded the residents and faculty new 
appreciation for the status of laser treatments in periodontics. 

Dr. Dimitris N. Tatakis, Professor and Director of 
the Postdoctoral Periodontology Program and 
Assistant Dean for Global Initiatives at The Ohio 
State University College of Dentistry, says, “Since 
2004, 14 Ohio State residents have pursued a 
full-time academic career, more than one in four 
graduates of the program. The AAP Foundation 
support to residents pursuing an academic 
career has been a strongly positive influence in 
this matter.”

With Case Western Reserve University’s Finley 
Grant, the Department of Periodontology was 
able to invite Dr. Hom-Lay Wang to present 
an interactive implant and regeneration all-
day overview to an intentional small group of 
approximately 30 periodontal faculty, residents 

Dr. Leena Palomo (standing, 6th from left) with residents and faculty from  
Indiana University.
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and fellows. This intimate arrangement proved to be very 
rewarding for the group, but especially educational for their 
residents and fellows.

The University of Washington Department of Periodontics 
invited Dr. Nicolaas C. Geurs, Professor and Chair, Department 
of Periodontology at the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
School of Dentistry, as their AAPF Charles Finley Visiting 
Scholar. Dr. Geurs presented his seminar, “Minimally Invasive 
Techniques for Implant Site Development,” to the University 
of Washington graduate periodontics students.

Augusta University (AU) was very honored to receive a 2017 
AAP Foundation Charles W. Finley Visiting Scholar award. Dr. 

Myron Nevins was invited to speak at the June 2017 Phil Hanes graduation lecture.

This lecture is given as part of the graduation event by an internationally and nationally  
recognized expert in translational dental research of particular relevance to periodontology. 
In addition to the AU periodontics program graduates, faculty and residents, Ft. Gordon 
periodontics program residents and faculty, the AU School of Dental Hygiene, and other 
program residents and faculty are invited to attend. 

Dr. Myron Nevins gave a fascinating lecture reviewing his many years of research on  
long-term outcomes of periodontal and implant therapy.

The Augusta University Periodontics Department is grateful for the support that the AAP 
Foundation provides by this wonderful award honoring Charles Finley, helping bring such 
high-caliber speakers and researchers such as Dr. Myron Nevins.

“Since 2004, 14 Ohio State residents 
have pursued a full-time academic 
career, more than one in four 
graduates of the Program. The AAP 
Foundation support to residents 
pursuing an academic career has 
been a strongly positive influence 
in this matter.”

Dr. Myron Nevins with attendees of the Finley Program at Augusta University.

 EDUCATION
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“�The ADEA/AAL Institute for Teaching and Learning 
program showed me how much I didn’t know about 
education. I am grateful for the opportunity to 
learn it in a systematic way and interact with many 
colleagues who share the same passion toward 
education during the course.”

Each year, the AAP Foundation funds scholarships for periodontists to attend The American Dental Education 
Association/Academy for Academic Leadership Institute for Teaching & Learning (ADEA/AAL ITL) in the Health 
Professions. Created for early- and mid-career faculty and private practice dentists interested in a new career in 
academics, the ADEA/AAL ITL is dental education’s most comprehensive teacher training program. During the 
two-phase program, ADEA/AAL ITL Scholars receive hands-on experience with key instructional tasks such as 
evaluating student competence, presenting lectures, planning courses, constructing tests, working with challenging 
students, and providing feedback. In 2017 the ADEA/AAL selected 11 periodontists to receive the AAP Foundation 
Fellowship to the ADEA/AAL Institute for Teaching & Learning in the Health Professions. They are: Yvonne De Paiva 
Buischi, New York University; Lorenzo Mordini, Creighton University; Hana Gadalla, University of Detroit Mercy; 
Elena C. Sanz Miralles, Columbia University; Fernando Suárez López del Amo, University of Michigan; Pin-Chuang 
Lai, University of Louisville; Yogalakshmi Rajendran, University of California San Francisco; Guo-Hao Lin, Marquette 
University; Babak Hamidi, New York University; Theodoros Katsaros, University of Iowa; and Yun Wang, The Ohio 
State University.

Dr. Yun Wang says, “The AAP Foundation Fellowship to The Institute For Teaching & Learning In The Health 
Professions is very meaningful to a young educator like me. We were not trained to be educators, and teaching is 
an important component in academic life. This fellowship provides a great learning opportunity in health profession 
education, promotes excellence in teaching and learning, and helps us build a network of other school educators. 
Winning this award motivates and encourages me to develop my role as a dental educator.”

When asked about his experience, Dr. 
Pin-Chuang “Patrick” Lai says, “The 
ADEA/AAL Institute for Teaching and 
Learning program showed me how 
much I didn’t know about education. 
I am grateful for the opportunity 
to learn it in a systematic way and 
interact with many colleagues who 
share the same passion toward 
education during the course.” 

“I am truly thankful to the AAP 
Foundation for the scholarship to 
the ADEA/AAL ITL program,” says 
Dr. Yvonne Buischi. She adds, "Its 
innovative content, outstanding 
lecturers, and the education-geared 
group of colleagues with whom I 
interacted during the program have 
had a tremendous impact on the way 
I currently teach. Personally, the ITL 
experience was life-changing."

ADEA/AAL Institute for Teaching & 
Learning in the Health Professions

Recipients of the 2017 ADEA/AAL Institute for Teaching and Learning in the Health Professions 
Scholarship.



 RESEARCH: Recipients of research-

oriented AAP Foundation awards are 

making new advances, discovering  

how much more we have to learn,  

and changing the way periodontology  

is practiced around the world. 
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Sunčica Travan, DDS, MS
Clinical Assistant Professor
University of Michigan 

Nevins BioHorizons 
Fellowship
The AAP Foundation is grateful to  
BioHorizons for their support of the  
Nevins BioHorizons Fellowship.

 
 
“�Donors may not realize the 
impact they have on our lives, 
and by extension, the life of every 
student and every patient we 
touch. I’ll be helping to thank the 
donors now and years from now.”

Coming from Croatia, a country that has seen conflict, Dr. Sunčica 
Travan learned early on about challenges, appreciation for overcoming 
them, and finding gratitude in the little things. The Nevins BioHorizons 
Fellowship gave her yet another reason for significant gratitude, and 
the freedom to relax a little. The award will help Dr. Travan lighten the 
burden of student loans. “It has been a life-changer in many ways,” 
she says. “I can focus on what I want and love to do. I am extremely 
appreciative—very grateful with all my heart. These awards make 
dreams possible. Donors may not realize the impact they have on our 
lives, and by extension, the life of every student and every patient we 
touch. I’ll be helping to thank the donors now and years from now.” 

Daily work in the clinic offers Dr. Travan another kind of reward. She says, “I love what I do. I have had mentors that made 
teaching seem so selfless. From the very beginning I was fortunate to have been surrounded by amazing instructors, 
people that truly love dentistry and the science behind it. Without them it would have been impossible to succeed. I want 
to do that for others now. I hope to be able to share with my students the same passion and enthusiasm that was once 
shared with me. The truth is that I learn so much more from my students than I can ever teach them. I want to help my 
students provide care with love and respect and encourage them to give back to their communities.”     

Patient smiles are another source of inspiration for Dr. Travan. She recently treated a patient as part of a study. This 
woman’s missing front teeth were the result of a violent attack. “When the patient saw the completed work and her 
new smile,” Dr. Travan said, “she cried. She was no longer reminded of her past every time she looked in the mirror. She 
was looking at her future. At the end of the day, it’s not just how much bone we’ve gained or how much great data we’ve 
gathered, it is the change we have helped create in a person’s life.”

Dr. Travan notes, “A gift to the  
Foundation really does keep  
on giving. It means so much  
to us, and we try to give it  
back to our students and  
toour patients. It grows  
exponentially bigger and bigger.”

RESEARCH



You could call Dr. Paes a citizen of the world. Originally from 
Brazil, he completed his master’s degree and PhD at the University 
of Toronto. He traveled on to the University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill for residency and eventually landed at his current 
intellectual home, Case Western Reserve University. 

Dr. Paes’s research reflects this international background. It also 
demonstrates a zest for collaboration across disciplines and 
institutions. The intersection of periodontal disease and systemic 
health is one of his special interests. “I’m participating in several 
studies involving inflammatory bowel diseases, prostatitis and 
prostate cancer,” he says. “We’re also exploring the association 
between Crohn’s Disease and periodontitis, along with similar  
links between prostatitis and periodontitis. Our colleagues at  
Gazi University in Turkey send samples for us to analyze.” 

Dr. Paes’s team is also working with his own university’s 
gastroenterology and urology departments to explore these 
interesting relationships. In addition to his own studies, Dr. Paes 
supervises his residents’ research. “We help the students decide 
what’s feasible. I oversee the thesis projects for five residents 
either as principal investigator or a member of the committee. The 
topics range from aggressive periodontitis to implants,” he explains.

A hand in multiple educational platforms keeps Dr. Paes at the forefront of his specialty. He 
participates in sedation, occlusion, and implant courses. LANAP (laser-assisted new attachment 
procedure) has recently been added to his skill-set. In the near future, he’ll receive his 
instructor’s license so that he can teach his students this regenerative treatment modality.

“I’m truly grateful for the way in which the Foundation has impacted my life,” says Dr. Paes. “It’s 
not just about money, it’s about recognition. Academia isn’t easy, and this award helped me to 
believe that I am on the right track.” Dr. Paes is eager to pass the benefits he has received along 
to others, especially through contributions to the literature. “The knowledge you publish stays 
there; it may stay forever. You could come across something meaningful that was printed many 
years ago. It’s an inspiration.” 

Andre Paes Batista da Silva, DDS
Clinical Co-Director, Graduate Program
Case Western Reserve University

Nevins Teaching and Clinical 
Research Fellowship

“�Academia isn’t easy, and this 
award helped me to believe  
that I am on the right track.”
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Chao Ji, BDS, MS 
Periodontal-Prosthodontics Implant Fellow
Dean’s Faculty, Clinical Instructor
University of Maryland

Richard J. Lazzara  
Fellowship in Advanced 
Implant Surgery
The AAP Foundation is grateful to Zimmer  
Biomet for their support of the Richard J. Lazzara 
Fellowship in Advanced Implant Surgery.

 
“�Periodontics is a vibrant specialty,  
I love sharing my knowledge with  
the predoctoral students.”

Born into a family of health care 
professionals and educators, Dr. Chao Ji 
had plenty of encouragement to follow 
a dental career path.  You can hear the 
respect in his voice when he says, “My 
grandparents, who were instructors in 
medical schools, took more pride in the achievements of their students than they did in their own successes.” 

Enthusiasm for teaching and learning is embedded in Dr. Ji’s DNA. “Periodontics is a vibrant specialty,” he says. “I love 
sharing my knowledge with the predoctoral students.” General practitioners see a wider variety of patients than 
specialists. Dr. Ji finds the opportunity to show dental students how periodontology can support them in their practice 
to be extremely rewarding. He believes that by exploring complex topics, such as the risks and benefits of implant 
therapy, he can help students to understand how general practitioners and specialists successfully work together. Dr. Ji 
has also done many periodontal and implant surgeries, along with scaling and root planing techniques, under a surgical 
microscope in the past year with simultaneous video recordings. These recordings help facilitate a vivid and interactive 
learning experience for co-residents and predoctoral students.

As an avid scientist, Dr. Ji has a full plate in the laboratory. He is currently immersed in several different research 
studies. Publication of a master’s project concerning bone loss in relation to implant depth is imminent. Work continues 
on a long-term clinical trial related to a free gingival graft around an existing implant. He is also collaborating with 
residents on a systematic review of the impact of periodontal therapy on glucose control in adverse pregnancy results. 

This busy schedule is perfect for a clinician with Dr. Ji’s enthusiasm and curiosity. He loves the balance of patient care, 
teaching, and research. He also appreciates the freedom the fellowship gives him to pursue a broad-based education. 

“I’m really grateful to the Foundation for being 
so supportive of me as a young professional,” 
Dr. Ji says. “Having the chance to interact with 
prosthodontic colleagues is going to make me a 
better periodontist. I’m exposed to cutting-edge 
technologies and digital dentistry as well as 3-D 
printing and navigation systems.”

In addition to completing his studies, Dr. Ji has another important event on the horizon. His wife is in the final year of a 
prosthodontic residency in Australia. The two are anxious to be reunited and celebrate their accomplishments together. 
Once they are back under the same roof, they plan to realize their dream of a life devoted to teaching and study. 
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“�We really appreciate AAP Foundation donors,” says 
Dr. Yun Wang. “They are role models for me and for other 
young periodontists. With reduced funding opportunities, it 
is more difficult for faculty to be promoted and therefore 
more difficult for junior faculty to establish academic 
careers. Support for young researchers is a significant 
boost to our careers. Financial assistance helps us fund 
projects, encourages us and motivates us to keep going,” 
she adds.

	� As a busy clinical faculty member, Dr. Wang has limited time for research. Her Volpe award has provided inspiration 
and motivation to press forward with science, even when the journey is challenging. She is currently exploring a 
human model non-coding RNAs to identify new molecules that might aid in wound healing. Instructive scaffolding 
for periodontal regeneration is another interest area for her. Her recent significant accomplishments include a 
grant from the National Science Foundation and receiving first place in the AAP Research Forum Poster competition 
during the 2017 AAP Annual Meeting.

	 Dr. Wang grew up in a dental family. As she learned more about her professional legacy, she became fascinated 	
	 with all the dimensions of periodontal surgery and periodontal research. Her investigations drew her to the field 

of periodontology. Similar to many committed scientists, Dr. Wang 
loves a puzzle, whether it’s a complicated case or a complex scientific 
question. She looks forward to solving many more research and 
clinical problems.

Along with her academic commitments, Dr. Wang actively participates 
in other aspects of her university and her community. She serves on 
the Admissions Committee and the Clinical Operations Committee at 
The Ohio State University College of Dentistry. Oral health screenings 
at Columbus’ annual Asian Festival present another opportunity for 
service. 

Although academic life can be hectic and sometimes frustrating, 
Dr. Wang finds joy in the positive reinforcement she receives from 
others. She says, “When patients express their gratitude and students 
appreciate my help, everything comes together. That makes me feel  
like the time I have spent and the work I have put in are rewarded.”

 
“�We really appreciate AAP Foundation 
donors. They are role models for me 
and for other young periodontists.”

Yun Wang, DDS, PhD
Clinical Assistant Professor
The Ohio State University 

Volpe Basic Science Research 
Fellowship
The AAP Foundation is grateful to the Colgate-Palmolive Company 
for their support of the Volpe Basic Science Research Fellowship.

RESEARCH
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In addition to financial support, the AAP Foundation’s 
award program provides much needed validation 
and encouragement to recipients on their journeys 
to becoming academicians. Dr. Seyed Hossein Bassir 
was no exception to this rule. Dr. Bassir describes 
the impact like this: “When I found out I received this 
award, it really encouraged me. It showed me that 
experts in the field believe in my research and it 
pushed me to work harder.” 

Being a researcher and a teacher has always been 
one of Dr. Bassir’s primary goals. He is fascinated by 
the relationship between oral and systemic health 
and enjoys being on the cutting edge of scientific 
discovery. His current research is focused on the 
regenerative potential of endogenous stem cells. He 
is seeking to learn what stimulates their proliferation 
and differentiation, and how those factors might be 
harnessed to promote periodontal regeneration. 

Dr. Bassir would like to continue on a translational research track with an objective of someday developing a product that could 
be used in clinical practice. Another ambition that will soon be realized is the goal of becoming a program director. He credits the 
award with helping him achieve that milestone.

Describing his teaching style, Dr. Bassir says, “I like to focus on 
my students’ lifelong learning skills. Whether I’m teaching at the 
predoctoral or postdoctoral level, I don’t want to simply feed the 
students information. I want them to ask questions and to take control 
of their own education. The field is changing so rapidly. Ten years from 
now, what they are studying will be outdated. So the most important 
lesson I can teach them is how to take control of their own learning.”

The Foundation’s mission is close to Dr. Bassir’s heart. He notes, “It 
is really important to support students and young periodontists. 
There aren’t many organizations that advocate for us. The funding 
encourages recipients to excel, and promotes excellence in those  
who want to be nominated. There is a huge long-term impact.” 

 
“�The field is changing so rapidly. 
Ten years from now, what they are 
studying will be outdated. So the 
most important lesson I can teach 
them is how to take control of their 
own learning.”

RESEARCH
Seyed Hossein Bassir, DDS, DMSc
Assistant Professor
Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine

The AAP Foundation 
Schoor Research Award
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James Zaiger credits the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) faculty with grooming him to win the Patti and Paul Levi 
Research Award. “It’s great to be recognized,” he says. “The 
award is reflective of the collaborative culture at UCLA, and 
the periodontics faculty here have provided me with countless 
opportunities to grow and develop. Winning this award has 
also been a wonderful opportunity to meet other periodontists 
associated with the AAP Foundation who are not from my school.”

As a result of both personal and professional support from Dr. 
Levi, Zaiger will have the opportunity to participate in a multi-
center research project. The study is investigating the prevalence 
of periodontitis in different age ranges, and Dr. Levi is working to 
include UCLA as a partner institution.

“I didn’t know what periodontics was until I started shadowing 
the practice of Dr. Deborah Finney,” says Zaiger, “and seeing the way she was able to make a positive impact on 
people’s lives made me want to do the same thing.” After Zaiger started dental school, his interest continued to 
grow. “The periodontics faculty always made time to meet and talk with me. They were eager to help me learn 
more,” he says.

When Zaiger discovered that there were predoctoral oral surgery and orthodontics tracks but no formalized 
path for aspiring periodontists , he requested that the faculty investigate developing this new course of study. 

After he got a green light, he worked with faculty members to 
design the program. As a result of his enthusiasm, other students 
with an early interest in periodontology can now immerse 
themselves more fully. Zaiger’s excitement also extends beyond 
school into volunteerism. He is a cabinet member of the Periodontal 
Study Club, and this group organizes regular community service 
events, providing free dental screenings, fluoride treatments, and 
oral hygiene instruction to UCLA undergraduate students.

“The Foundation,” Zaiger believes, “is an amazing organization for 
people who are just beginning to learn about periodontology or start 
their careers. It encourages them to develop themselves.” Zaiger’s 
early accomplishments certainly demonstrate this assertion. “I hope 
to continue working with the Foundation,” he says. “They help make 
dreams come true.”

 
“�The Foundation is an 
amazing organization 
for people who are just 
beginning to learn about 
periodontology or start their 
careers. It encourages them 
to develop themselves.”

James Zaiger
Predoctoral Student
University of California, Los Angeles 

Patti and Paul Levi  
Research Award
The AAP Foundation is grateful to WorkWell Management, the  
Patty & Paul Levi Research Award’s exclusive corporate underwriter.

RESEARCH



DONORS: Donors are the heartbeat of 

the AAP Foundation. Without them, 

dreams would go unrealized, new 

science would go undiscovered, and 

the specialty would stand in danger 

of marginalization. 
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Platinum Donors 
$500,000+

The American Academy of 
Periodontology # 

Zimmer Biomet

Colgate-Palmolive and its 
subsidiary Colgate Oral 
Pharmaceuticals

Crest Oral-B P&G Professional 
Oral Health

Tarrson Dental Research 
Foundation #

Linda Tarrson and the late  
E. Bud Tarrson *

Gold Donors 
$100,000-$499,000

BioHorizons

Carestream Dental

DENTSPLY Implants

Robert T. Ferris, DDS, PhD *

Nobel Biocare

OraPharma, Inc.

Osteohealth

Pfizer Consumer Healthcare 
Information (Johnson &  
Johnson Healthcare Products)

Philips Oral Healthcare, Inc.

Quintessence Publishing 
Company, Inc.

Jo M. Rummelhart, DDS *

Straumann USA, LLC

SUNSTAR

Mr. Ronald Tarrson, MBA

Unilever-Chesebrough Ponds

Silver Donors 
$50,000-$99,999

Khalid A. Al-Hezaimi, DDS

BIORA, Inc.

Dr. Jack Caton and  
Mrs. Harriet Caton *

The late Dr. D. Walter Cohen *

Dr. L.K. and Lucy Croft *

Dr. Steven R. Daniel

Dr. Bryan Frantz and  
Dr. Linda Frantz *

Dr. John and Deborah Kwan

Patty and Paul Levi *

Dr. and Mrs. Michael K. McGuire *

Jose R. Mellado, DMD, MS

Midwest Society of  
Periodontology #

Myron and Marcy Nevins

Northeastern Society of 
Periodontists #

OMNI Preventive Care, A 3M 
ESPE Company

Yoshihiro Ono

Joan Otomo-Corgel and  
Rich Corgel *

Paragon Implant Company

Dr. & Mrs. Chris Richardson

W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc

The late Gayle Wood, DDS *

Cobalt Donors 
$25,000-$49,999

Pat and Kay Allen

Erwin and Carol Barrington

Jerry and Jane Bowers

Dr. and Mrs. Sebastian Ciancio *

Donald and Maureen Clem

Galderma Laboratories, L.P.

Dentium USA

Larry Farrell, MBA

Dr. Joanne Gaydos-Daniel

Joseph E. Gian-Grasso, DMD

Hu-Friedy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc.

Vincent J. Iacono, DMD

Interleukin Genetics

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Jaffin

Barry Kayne, DDS

John and Shae Kobs

Alan M. Levine, DDS

Lifecore Biomedical

Edwin S. and Joyce Rosenberg

Jay R. Salzman, DDS *

Southern Anesthesia & 
Surgical

Treloar and Heisel

Cheryl Lynn Townsend, DDS, 
MSD, MBA

WaterPik, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. S. Jerome Zackin *

CUMULATIVE GIVING OF $5,000 AND MORE 
Through December 31, 2017

Cumulative Giving of  
$5,000 and More Through 
December 31, 2017 
 

Corporate Partners

# �Academies, Boards,  
Clubs, Foundations,  
and Societies

* �Members of the  
Visionary Society



Cumulative Giving of  
$5,000 and More Through 
December 31, 2017 
 

Corporate Partners

# �Academies, Boards,  
Clubs, Foundations,  
and Societies

* �Members of the  
Visionary Society

 
Great food, good music, fascinating exhibits, and 
excellent company made the 2017 Signature 
Recognition Event an evening to remember.
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Copper Donors 
$10,000-$24,999

Academy of Academic  
Leadership #

ACE Surgical Supply Company

ADA Foundation #

Don and Jessie Adams

Aegis Publications LLC

Wayne and Suzanne Aldredge

Leroy B. and Caroline B. Alford

Harua Matsukawa AP Study 
Club of Japan #

Robert F. Baima, DDS

Colonel Sharon R. Bannister

The late Dr. Michael L. Barnett *

Jay R. Beagle, DDS

Monish Bhola and  
Shilpa Kolhatkar *

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy M. Blieden

Kenneth W. and  
Mary Kay Bueltmann

Allan H. Charles, DDS

Eros S. Chaves, DMD

Gail and Susan Childers *

Charles M. Cobb, DDS

Dr. Gregg Codelli

H. Dalton Conner, DDS, MS

Gregory J. Conte, DMD

John E. and Suzanne Crosland

Drs. Susan Leoni-Cutler and 
Richard Cutler

Alice DeForest

DENTSPLY Tulsa Dental 
Specialties

Henry and Joan Diversi

Gordon and Susan Douglass

Edward P. Allen Center for 
Advanced Dental Education #

Harley A. and Martha Ellinger

Exactech, Inc.

The late Gregory L. Fauth, DDS

Lawrence A. Friedman, DDS

Jeffrey Ganeles, DMD

Drs. Mia Geisinger and  
Gregory Umphrey *

Geistlich Pharma North 
America Inc

Robert J. Genco, DDS, PhD

Georgia Society of  
Periodontists #

William and Angela Giannobile

Mitchel S. Godat, DDS, MS

Stephen F. Goodman, DDS

Gary and Helene Greenstein

Terrence J. Griffin, DMD

Kent M. Hamilton

Everett B. Hancock, DDS

John Eric Herrington, DMD

Carole N Hildebrand, DDS

Hilton and Maureen Israelson

James E. Jacobs, DMD

Vanchit and Sharmila John *

Richard T. Kao, DDS, PhD *

Susan Karabin, DDS

J. Daulton Keith Jr., DDS

Ken and Bonnie Kornman

Ms. Leslie Kramer

Robert A. Levine, DDS

Drs. Edward and Karen Marcus

Angelo Mariotti, DDS, PhD

Pamela K. McClain, DDS

Drs. Michael J. McDevitt and 
Martha Anne McDevitt

Brian and Carla Mealey

Benita Atiyeh Miller, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. PD Miller *

Michael P. Mills, DMD

John D. Moriarty, DDS, MS, PA

Rodrigo Neiva, DDS, MS

Dr. Marc and Stacey Nevins

Nancy L. Newhouse, DDS, MS

Patrick V. Nicosia, DDS, MS

Franklin D. Niver, DMD

David A Noble, DDS

North Carolina Society of 
Periodontists #

Pacific Dental Services, Inc

Kent and Phoebe Palcanis

Alan and Anne Polson

F. Neal Pylant Jr., DMD

Garry A. Rayant, DDS

Dr. Terry and Mrs. Greta Rees

Gary M. Reiser, DDS

Steven, Susan, and  
Hillary Reitan

John C. Remien, DDS

Paul A. Ricchetti, DDS, MScD

Peter and Tish Robinson

Louis F. Rose, DDS, MD and 
Claire Rose

S. Timothy Rose, DDS, MS

Alan L. Rosenfeld, DDS

Jeanne M. Salcetti, DDS, MS

Robert and JoAnn Schallhorn

Cary A. Shapoff, DDS

Thomas M. Smith, DDS

Mark B. Snyder, DMD

Martha Somerman, DDS

John and Margaret Sottosanti

South Carolina Society of 
Periodontists #

Southern Academy of  
Periodontology #

Southwest Society of  
Periodontists #

Drs. Ronald and Janet Stukalin

Michael R. Sudzina

Edward and Beth Sugarman *

Richard A. Sugarman, DDS

Paul Tannenbaum, DDS

Dennis P. Tarnow, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffery Thomas

Leonard and  
Mary Jane Tibbetts

Tom’s of Maine, Inc.

Mario A. Vilardi, DMD

Robert A. Vitas, PhD, CAE, CFRE

James and Racquel Vlassis

Dr. Anthony R. Volpe

Barry D. Wagenberg, DMD

Richard and Sandra  
Harmon Weiss

James G. Wilson, DMD

Richard H. Yamada, DDS

S. Samantha Yamamoto, DMD

Bronze Donors 
$5,000-$9,999

A. Titan Instruments, Inc.

Michael Abufaris, DDS

Dr. Billy Akin

Andrew L. Allen, DMD

Ana J. Amaya, DDS

American Board of  
Periodontology #

William F Ammons Jr, DDS

Morton Amsterdam, DDS

Augusta University Dental 
College of Georgia #

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz,  
DDS, MS, PhD

Bashar Bakdash, DDS

William T. Baldock, DDS, MS



 
Preparing for the 2017 Signature Recognition Event.

23AAP Foundation   2017 Annual Report

Stephen L. Bass, DDS, MS

William Becker, DDS

Steven and Kathleen Berglund

Nabil F. Bissada, DDS

Patricia L. Blanton, DDS

Neil M. Blumenthal, DDS

Drs. Jason A. Boch and  
Cara L. Donley

Fred J. Bonacci, DMD

William K. Brayer, DMD

Dr. Michael R. Breault

Byron A Brill, DDS

B. Charles Bruce, DDS

G. Revis Butler, DDS, MSD

California Society of  
Periodontists #

Paulo M. Camargo, DDS

Fermin A. Carranza, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Gilbert F. Coats

Mack Elbert Coker, DDS

Walter E. Colon II, DMD, MS

Columbine Periodontal  
Study Group #

Stephen A. Cook, DDS, MSD

Thomas A. Copulos, DDS

Sallie Cuff

Ramiro E. Del Amo, DMD

David K. Dennison, DDS

DENTSPLY

Harold A. Doerr, DDS

Jerry Drury, DDS, MS

John P. Ducar, DDS

Benjamin T. Duval, DDS

Michael S. Dwyer, BA, DDS, MS

Kathleen M. Eisin, DDS

L. David Engel, DDS

Harold H. Fagan, DDS

Steven J. Feldman, DDS

Florida Association of  
Periodontists #

Gary M. Foshay, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Frankel

Harvey Freed, DDS

Stephen E. Fucini, DMD

Block Drug Corporation,  
division of GlaxoSmithKline

Franklin L. Gordon, Jr.,  
DDS, MS, MS

Marvin & Elaine Gottlieb

Elizabeth Grys, DDS

Michael B. Hagearty, DDS

Frederick J Halik, DDS

Stephen K. Harrel, DDS

Brien V. Harvey, DDS

Rick H. Heard III, DDS, MS

Dr. and Mrs. John R. Herrin

Dr. and Mrs. James W. Holland, Jr.

Thomas F. Holmes, DDS

Dr. Giles B. Horrocks

Iowa Society of Periodontology #

J. Kevin Irons, DMD

Terence S. Jackson, DMD, MA

William C. James, DDS

James C. Jeffries, DDS, MS

Georgia K. Johnson, DDS, MS

Otis Johnson

David L. Jolkovsky, DMD

Ann M. Kania, DDS

Edward H. Karl, DDS

Fred B. Kastenbaum, DMD

Dr. Patrick Keeley

Barry Kennedy, DDS

J. Edward Kennedy, DMD

David M. Kim, DDS

Norman Knight

Ken and Sandy Krebs

Burton Langer, DMD

Victor T. Lee, DDS

Barry P. Levin, DMD

Frederick B. Lopp, DDS, MS

Eduardo R. Lorenzana, DDS

Louisiana Society of  
Periodontists #

Sam and Tess Low

Dr. Mark C. Lucas

Richard F. Marinello, DDS

Lisa B. Masters, DDS and Brad 
Woods, DDS

Clay and Pat Maupin

Charles McBrayer, DDS

Russell A. McCallion, DDS

Sharon and Jack Mellor

Jeannie H. Moran, DMD

Drs. Kevin G. Murphy and  
Lynn M. Zheutlin

J. D. Murray, DDS

Richard J. Nagy, DDS

Mary E. Neill, DDS

New Jersey Society of  
Periodontists #

Donald H. Newell, DDS

Michael G. Newman, DDS

Howard B. O’Koon

Gregory E. Oxford, DDS, MS, PhD

Milton Palat

Thomas P. Partridge, DDS

Bryan S. Pearson, DDS

Perico, P. C

Daniel Perkins

David N. Plessett, DDS

Charles E. Rader, DDS

Pamela S. Ray, DDS

Willie J. Rhinehart

Paul R. Rhodes, DDS, MSD

Frank A. Roberts, DDS

Paul and Michele Romano

Louis F. Rubino Jr., DMD

Mark I. Ryder, DMD

E. Todd Scheyer, DDS, MS *

Roy A. Shellow, DDS

Marc and Karen Shlossman

Thomas N. Sims, DDS

Dr. Kristi M. Soileau

William P. Sorensen, DDS, MS

Paul E. Speert, DDS

Charles and Margit Squire

Gershon A. Stern, DDS

Marvin Stutman, DDS

Gerald S. Summerhays, DDS

Emmanuel M. Symeonides, 
DDS, MSc

C. Thaddeus Szymanowski, DDS

Jonathan C. Szymanowski, 
DMD, MMSc

Richard G. Tami, DDS

Ronny & Marie Taschner

Randolph M. Terry Jr., DDS

Gregory A. Toback, DMD, MS

Steven R. Ury, DDS

Drs. John Vargo and  
Dianna Lenick

Diego Velasquez, DDS

Paul R. Weeks Sr, DMD

Thomas G. Wilson, DDS

W. Lee Young, DMD

Karl Zeren, DDS
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A. Titan Instruments, Inc.

Thierry E. Abitbol, DMD

Heba Abuhussein, DDS

Don and Jessie Adams

Mary E. Aichelmann-Reidy, DDS

William C. Akin, DDS

Yuichiro Akiyama, DDS

Hamed Omar Al-Shaikh,  
DDS, MSD

Wayne and Suzanne Aldredge

Reiaz Ben Ali, DDS

Andrew L. Allen, DMD

Pat and Kay Allen

Altura Periodontics - 

Drs. Emilio Arguello, Eduardo 
Marcuschamer & Alan Pomeranz

Darron R. Alvord, DMD

Ana J. Amaya, DDS

John M. Ambrose, DDS

The American Academy of 
Periodontology #

American Board of  
Periodontology #

Dorothy Anasinski, DDS
	� In honor of Award Recipients 

in Teaching and Research

Howard H. Anderson, DMD

Karim Ardjomand, DMD

Marco Antonio Argento

Remi Arseneau, DMD

Dorene S. Ash, DDS

Braden C. Atkins, DMD, MSD

Steven L. Atlas, DMD
	 In honor of José R Mellado

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, MS, PhD

Mahtab Azimi, DDS

Oded Bahat, BDS, MSD

Robert F. Baima, DDS

Jennifer L. Bain, DMD

Bashar Bakdash, DDS

Alicia Baker

Colonel Sharon R. Bannister

Clark Tobias Barco, DDS

Nancy A. Barnett, DDS

Charles E. Barr, DDS

Erwin and Carol Barrington
	� In memory of  

Gregory L. Fauth, DDS

Stephen L. Bass, DDS, MS

Leslie G. Batnick, DDS

William Becker, DDS

Joy M. Beckerley, DDS

Sara A. Bender, DDS
	� In honor of  

James T. Mellonig, DDS, MS

BioHorizons
	 In honor of Myron Nevins, DDS

Zimmer Biomet

Frederick C. Bisch, DMD, MS

Nabil F. Bissada, DDS

Elizabeth J. Bjornson, DDS, MHs
	 In honor of Dr. David Mishkin

Col Barbara Black

Steven Blanchard, DDS

Thomas C. Blanchi, DDS, MS

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy M. 
Blieden

Angela L. Blizzard, DMD

Mitchell & Bonnie Bloom
	� In memory of  

Robert S. Schoor, DDS

Stacey M. Blume, DMD

Richard Bobulsky, DDS

Drs. Jason A. Boch and  
Cara L. Donley

Fred J. Bonacci, DMD

Bruce and Debbie Boretsky

Milita G. Borguet, DMD

Frank & Betty Bouchett
	� In honor of  

Patty and Paul Levi Fund

Jonathan C. Boynton, DMD

Laura D. Braswell, DDS

William K. Brayer, DMD

Dr. Michael R. Breault

Alan H. Bresalier, DDS

Steven K. Britain, DDS

Eric S. Brockman, DMD

Leslie H. Brooks

Andrew Browar, DDS

Mark A. Brunner, DDS, MS

George and  
Margaret Bumgardner

Ali Bushahri, DDS

Leyvee Lynn L. Cabanilla, DMD

Peter O. Cabrera, DDS

Blaine G. Calahan, DDS, MS

Joseph V. Califano, DDS

Dana Camacho, MS, CFRE

Paulo M. Camargo, DDS

Filippo Cangini, DDS

Marilyn F. Canis, DMD, M.Sc.D

Ira L. Cantner II, DMD

Matthew Cantner, DMD

Ricardo Capelas Morais

Dr. and Mrs. Phillip Caplan

Dr. Nick and Theodora Caplanis

Christopher J. Caputo, DMD

Laura Cardenas, DDS

Carestream Dental

Dana Alan Carlton, DDS

Lillian C. Carpio, DDS, MS, PhD

Julio Carrion

Timothy C. Carter, DDS

Edmund A. Cassella, DMD

D. Kim Cassity, DMD

Russell J. Cecala, DDS, MS

Karim Chaddad DDS, MS

Nancy Nie-Shiuh Chang,  
DDS, MDSc

Joshua R. Chapa, DDS

Eros S. Chaves, DMD

Susan M. Chialastri, DMD

Gail and Susan Childers *

Robert B. Churney, DMD

Peter Cichon, DDS

D. Ryan Clagett, DMD

Lewis J. Claman, DDS

Michael A. Clarke, DDS
	 In memory of Saul Schluger

Charles M. & Sally J. Cobb
	� In memory of  

Gregory L. Fauth, DDS

Dr. Gregg Codelli

Dr. D. Walter Cohen
	� In memory of  

Robert L. Vanarsdall, DDS

Scott Cohen, DMD, MSD

Mack Elbert Coker, DDS

Christine Marie Cole, DDS, MHs

Wayne T. Coleman, DDS

Colgate-Palmolive and its 
subsidiary Colgate Oral  
Pharmaceuticals

Jeffrey A. Colligan, DMD, MSD

Bryan H. Collins III, DDS

Walter E. Colon II, DMD, MS

Tom O. Conlon, DDS

Deana C. Cook, DDS

Gary G. Cook, DDS

Stephen A. Cook, DDS, MSD

AAP FOUNDATION 2017 DONORS

The AAP Foundation is grateful to those who made annual contributions 
of any amount. The more people who participate in the Foundation’s work 
through an annual contribution, the better equipped the Foundation is to 
support the specialty for future generations.
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Caleb L. Corwin, DDS

Michael J. Cosimi, DMD

Aymee Costales-Spindler, DDS

Jeroen Craandijk, DMD, MSc

Timothy D. Craemer, DDS

Sally Jo Cram, DDS

Tricia Ruth Crosby, DDS, MS

Paula S. Crum, DDS

Mark D Cury, DMD

Drs. Susan Leoni-Cutler and 
Richard Cutler

Karen Cuviello

Michael T. Cwiklinski, DMD, MSEd

Giac H. Dang, DMD

Dr. Steven R. Daniel

Mina Davar

Mithridade Davarpanah, DMD

Tatiana de Bedout, DDS

Ivelina Dean, DMD

David E. Deas, DMD, MS

Ronald H. Delfini, DDS

Robert G. Denmark, DMD, MPH

Rishin N. Desai, DMD

Sarah S. DeSanz, DDS

Jamie A. DeStefano, DMD

John A. Diana, DDS

Charles F. DiFranco, DDS, MS

Josephine DiFranco- 
Bordignon, DDS

Michele J. Dimaira, DMD
	� In honor of Joan  

Otomo-Corgel, DDS, MPH

Issa Dkeidek, DDS, MSD

Douglas F. Dompkowski, DDS

Gordon and Susan Douglass

Lewis E. Dowden, DMD

John S. Dozier, DMD

Dimitrios Drakos, DDS, MS

Jerry Drury, DDS, MS

Dominik B. Dubravec, DDS, MMSc

John P. Ducar, DDS

Sayward Edwards Duggan, DDS

Robert M. Dunlap, DDS

Benjamin T. Duval, DDS

Robert M. Eber, DDS, MS

Nima Ebrahimi, DDS

Donald G. Echols, DDS

Ryan K. Edmunds, DDS, MS

Kathleen M. Eisin, DDS

Satheesh Elangovan, DDS, DSc

Jad Elkhoury, DDS, MS

Mona T. Ellis, DMD
	� In memory of  

Dr. E. C. “Pat” Patterson
	� In memory of Duke Miller, 

husband of Cindy Miller, 
former S. A. P. Director

Ellyn M. English, DDS

Carlo Ercoli, DDS

Vahid T Eshraghi, DMD

Adam J. Eskow, DDS, MS

Henry D. Espinosa Jr., DDS

Michael P. Evans, DDS, MS

Mark C. Fagan, DDS

James P. Fancher, DDS, PhD

Owais A. Farooqi, DDS, MDS

The late Gregory L. Fauth, DDS

Maxine A. Feinberg, DDS

Steven J. Feldman, DDS

Stuart A. Feldman, DDS

Chuck Felts, DDS, MSD

Richard E. Ferguson, DDS

Dante J. Fiandaca, DDS

Brian D. Fitzpatrick, DMD

Joe Stevan Flores, DDS, MS

Jun Royce M. Flores, DDS, DABP

Monica A. Flynn, DMD
	� In memory of  

William A. Smith, DDS

Craig K. Foisie, DMD, MS

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Fox

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. Frankel

David Fraser, DDS

Lawrence S. Freilich, DDS, PhD

Lawrence A. Friedman, DDS

Ronald K. Fujitaki, DDS

Maria Galvan, DDS, MS

Carlos Andres Garaicoa, DDS

Carlos M. Garcia-Velez, DMD

Gloria A. Gargiulo, DDS

Richard and Amanda Gartner

Dr. Joanne Gaydos-Daniel

Drs. Mia Geisinger and  
Gregory Umphrey *

Geistlich Pharma North 
America Inc.
	� In memory of Gregory L. 

Fauth, DDS, AAPF President

Dr. and Mrs. Miltiades Geivelis

Dr. Anthony and Dani Giardino
	� In honor of  

Dr. William Hallmon

Ana Becil Giglio, DDS
	� In memory of  

Dr. Robert Schoor

Rupert R. Gildenhuys

Sanford A. Glazer, DDS

George L. Glick, DDS

Glustitch, Inc

Mitchel S. Godat, DDS, MS
	 In honor of Preston D. Miller Jr.

Timothy W. Godsey, DDS, MS

David A. Goldberg, DMD

Steven H. Goldstein, DDS

Stephen F. Goodman, DDS

Franklin L. Gordon, Jr.,  
DDS, MS, MS

Jonathan Gordon, DDS

Marc E. Gordon, DMD

Katie and Dave Goss
	� In honor of Dr. Richard T. Kao 

and Jenny Lee

David S. Gottlieb, DMD

Kiya Green-Dixie, DDS, MS

Henry Greenwell, DMD, MSD

Daniel M. Greising, DDS, MS

David Grossberg, DDS

Jack Gruber, DDS

Elizabeth Grys, DDS

Kevin Guze, DMD

Michael B. Hagearty, DDS
	� In memory of  

Connie L. Drisko, DDS

Lloyd J. Hagedorn, DDS

Rupa Hamal, DMD, LLC

Wesley L. Hanson Jr., DDS

Geoff Haradon, DDS

Stephen K. Harrel, DDS

Benjamin G. Harrison

Brien V. Harvey, DDS

Pouya Hatam, DMD

Rick H. Heard III, DDS, MS

Caroline M Herron, DDS, MSD

James E. Hinrichs, DDS

Emanuel Hnarakis, DDS

Tram N. Hoang, DDS

Hana C. Hobbs, DDS, MS

H. William Hoge, DDS, MS

Steven D. Hokett, DDS
	� In memory of  

Robert B. O’Neal, DMD

 
AAP Foundation Booth at the Boston Annual Meeting.
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Dr. and Mrs. James W. Holland, Jr.
	� In memory of  

Dr. Richard Sugarman

Thomas F. Holmes, DDS

Leslie Horn, DMD

Robert H. Hornbrook, DDS, MSD

Lawrence R. Hovey, DMD

Hu-Friedy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc.

Lewis G. Humphreys Jr., DMD

Vincent J. Iacono, DMD

Andrew Ikazaki

Yorinobu Ikeda, DDS

Nicholas Ilchyshyn, DDS

Michael B. Imberman, DMD, MScD

Mikio Iwabayashi, DDS

Yuichi Izumi, DDS

Terence S. Jackson, DMD, MA

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Jaffin

Jim Janakievski, DDS, MSD

Helene and Joel Jaspan

Hamed H. Javadi, DDS

Richard C. Jirsa, DDS

Matthew A. Johanson, DMD

Vanchit and Sharmila John *

Deborah K. Johnson, DDS

Georgia K. Johnson, DDS, MS

Marshall V. Johnson, DDS

Stephen S. Kallaos, DDS

Justin T. Kang, DMD

Ann M. Kania, DDS

Richard T. Kao, DDS, PhD *

Erica R. Kaplan, DDS, DABP

Thomas L. Kassube, DDS

James A. Katancik, DDS, PhD

Simona Katona, DDS

Edward S. Katz, DDS

Claire C. Kaugars, DDS

John A. Keegan, DDS, MS

G. Peter Kelly, DDS

William Patrick Kelsey V., 
DDS, MS

J. Edward Kennedy, DMD

James E. Kennedy, DDS, MS

Raymond A. Kenzik, DDS

David G. Kerns, DMD, MS

Jean-Claude Kharmouche, DMD

Jung-Hwan Kiel

David M. Kim, DDS

Pilseong Kim, DDS, MS

Philip J. King, DDS

M. Virginia Kirkland, DMD

John and Shae Kobs
	� In memory of  

Gregory L. Fauth, DDS

J. David Kohn, DDS
	� In honor of  

Dr. Gerald M. Kramer

Georgios A Kotsakis, DDS

Jack T. Krauser, DMD

Richard Krauss, DMD

Ken and Sandy Krebs
	� In memory of  

Milton Palat, DDS

Satish Kumar, DDS, MDSc

Dr. John and Deborah Kwan

Wayne Kye, DDS, MS

Silvia La Rosa, DDS

Terry L. LaBell, DDS

Karl P. Lackler, DDS

Brenton J. Lahey, DMD

Burton Langer, DMD

Laureen Langer, DDS

Dr. Greg and Susan Langston

Karen E. Lanier and Burt Jordan

John C. Lanz, DDS

Burton V. Largura, DDS, MSD

Ronald J. Lascoe, DMD

David and Barbara Lasho

Kateryna Latypova, DMD

Rebecca Ann Lavene, DMD

Mark T. Lavin, DDS

Lisa A. Lear, DDS

Binnaz Leblebicioglu, DDS

Leland H. Lee, DDS

Neal Lemmerman, DMD, MS

Francois Denis Letourneau, DMD

Patty and Paul Levi *
	� In memory of  

Ricardo P. Teles, DDS
	� In honor of Carol Rubman, 

for her 70th birthday

Alan M. Levine, DDS
	 In honor of Myron Nevins, DDS

Nolen L. Levine, DDS

Robert A. Levine, DDS

Richard E. Levitt, DMD

Guo-Hao Lin, DDS

Zhao Lin, BDS, MMSc, MS, PhD

David Lipton, DDS

Eileen G. Loranger

Roger & Marilyn Lorberbaum

Erik Low, DMD

Sam and Tess Low

Roxanne A. Lowenguth, DDS
	 In honor of Dr. Bryan Frantz

Dr. Mark C. Lucas

Karen Kathleen Luce, DDS, MS

Paul G. Luepke, DDS

Kristian Lundgren-Koszeghy, 
DMD, MMSc

Renate Lux

Arnold K. Lyon, DDS
	 In memory of Dr. Larry Jones

A. Sidney Lyons, DMD

Lillian Carmina Lyons, DDS, MS

Wenge Ma, DDS

Plinio Da Silva Macedo, DDS, 
MSc, PhD

Frank A. Maggio, DDS

Steven C. Maller, DDS, MS

Joseph Maloney, DMD

Wichayapha Manorak, DDS

Drs. Edward and Karen Marcus

Dr. Mahpareh Marefat

Robert T. Marks, DDS

Cora A. Marsaw, DDS

Kimberly Marshall, DDS

Acela A. Martinez, DMD

Jean-Pierre Masson, DMD

Donna L. Massoth, DDS, MSD, PhD

Lisa B. Masters, DDS and  
Brad Woods, DDS

Clay and Pat Maupin

Charles McBrayer, DDS

Pamela K. McClain, DDS

Alicja McCrudden, DDS

Jeffrey McCullough, DMD

John W. McGehee Jr., DMD, MS

Thomas F. McGillicuddy, DMD

Jennifer L. McGuire Haveman, 
DMD

Kenneth J. McPartland, DMD

Brian and Carla Mealey

Winfield C. Meek, DDS

Takis John Megas Jr., DMD

John David Meister, DMD, MS

Jose R. Mellado, DMD, MS

Pete N. Mellas, DMD, MS

Philip R. Melnick, DMD

Stephen Meraw, DDS

Michael Levi Family

Midwest Society of  
Periodontology #

Patricia A. Miguez, DDS, MS

Benita Atiyeh Miller, DDS

Harvey S. Miller, DMD

Lawrence S. Miller, DMD, PC

Dr. and Mrs. PD Miller *
	 In honor of Mia Geisinger, DDS

Michael P. Mills, DMD

Stacy L. Moffenbier, DDS

Fausto R. Moncada, DDS

Thomas J. Mone, DMD

Ralph Gilbert Montoya, DDS, MS

Steve Monzingo, DDS

Michael Moreno, DDS

Roy H Morita, DDS

Patrick J. Morris, DDS, MS

Stephen G. Morse, DMD

John H. Mumford, DMD

AAP FOUNDATION 2017 DONORS



 
Last Chance Bid Breakfast at the AAP Foundation Booth.
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Jesse Murillo, DDS

Bernard W. Murray, DDS

Kazuya Nakashima, DDS

Todd H. Nalley, DDS, MS

Reiji Natsubori

Matthew J. Neary, DDS

Anthony A. Nebbia
	� In memory of  

Martin H. Cornick, DDS

Joshua W. Nehring, DDS

Rodrigo Neiva, DDS, MS

Daniel W. Nelson, DDS

Joseph R. Nemeth, DDS

Dr. Marc and Stacey Nevins

Nancy L. Newhouse, DDS, MS

Dale A. Newman, DDS

Naomi-Trang Nguyen, DDS

John R. Nitzell, DDS

Eric Louis Niver, DDS

Franklin D. Niver, DMD

Kirk W. Noraian, DDS

Fred J. Norkin, DMD

Erez Nosrati, DMD, MSD

Thanos Ntounis, DDS, MS

Gerrarda O’Beirne

Erin O’Donnell Dotzler

Robert B. O’Neal, DMD

Paul G. O’Reilly

Tadakazu Obama, DDS

David K. Okano, DDS

Cesar A. Olarte, DDS

Yoshihiro Ono
	 In honor of Myron Nevins, DDS

Lee E. Oppenheimer, DDS

Ernest S. Orphanos, DDS

Iris B. Ortiz-Gonzalez, DMD

Joan Otomo-Corgel and  
Rich Corgel *
	� In memory of Fay Treulich, 

Stu Froum’s mother
	� In memory of  

Milton Palat, DDS
	� In memory of  

Gregory L. Fauth, DDS

Benjamin T. Overstreet, DDS
	� In memory of  

Dr. Gary Maynard

Gregory E. Oxford, DDS, MS, PhD

Josue Padilla, DMD, MS, PhD

Kent and Phoebe Palcanis

James M. Palermo, DDS

Fotinos Panagakos, DMD
	� In memory of  

Gregory L. Fauth, DDS

Sohee K. Park, DMD, MHS

William D. Parker, DDS

William B. Parker, DDS

Stuart B. Pechter, DMD

Luis A. Perez, DDS, MS

Daniel Perkins

Dennis J. Perrott, DDS

Jason M. Peterson, DDS

John J. Picard, DMD

Dr. Stephen and  
Janice Pickering

Anthony Michael Pikos, DMD

Heather Pinks

Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, PhD

Lillie Pitman, DMD

Ivette M. Plata, DDS, MS

Alexandra Blake Plonka, DDS

Constantine L. Politis, DDS

Alan and Anne Polson

Charles A. Powell, DDS, MS

Sivaraman Prakasam, DDS, PhD

Alexander A. Pritsky, DMD

F. Neal Pylant Jr., DMD

George Quintero, DDS

Quintessence Publishing 
Company, Inc.

Barry L. Radell, DDS

Elizabeth Felts, DMD

Chad R. Raper, DDS

Amal Rastogi, DMD, MSD, PhD

Galya Raz, DMD

William G. Reeves, DDS

Laura A. Reidy, DMD

Douglas L Reigh, DMD

Elio Reyes Rosales, DDS

Paul A. Ricchetti, DDS, MScD

Dr. & Mrs. Chris Richardson

Munehiko Ro, DDS, PhD

Vinicius S. Rodrigues, DDS

Juan C Rodriguez, DDS

Rod M. Rogge, DDS

John R. Rokita, DDS

Antonino Romano, DDS

Paul and Michele Romano

Edwin S. and Joyce Rosenberg

Jeffrey A. Rossmann, DDS, MS

Louis F. Rubino Jr., DMD

Carol Rubman

John Russo, DDS

Peter A. Russo, DDS

Stephen Russo, DMD

Mark I. Ryder, DMD

Ruben S. Sagun, DDS

Erik F. Sahl, DDS

Christopher J. Sakkaris, DDS

Richard Salzmann, DMD

Richard R. Sanders, DDS

Takeshi Sasaki, DDS

Alisa Sato, DDS

Charles Scanlon II, DDS

Rachel A. Schallhorn, DDS, MS

Michael J. Scheidt, DDS

Eileen G. Schein, DDS

Lary J. Schiller, DDS

Erich C Schmidt, DMD

Daniel B. Schneider, DDS
	� In memory of Stanley Hazen

Jane K. Segal, DMD

Brandon Sehlke, DDS

The late Nadine Seidman
	� In memory of  

Milton Palat, DDS

Francis G. Serio, DMD, MBA

Paul R. Shaman, DDS, MS

Seyed M. Shamseddin, DDS

Cary A. Shapoff, DDS

Dennis Sharkey III, DMD

Robert E. Sharp, DDS, MSD

Lee N. Sheldon, DMD

Roy A. Shellow, DDS

Donald B. Sherman, DDS

Jeffrey S. Sherry, DDS

Othman Shibly, DDS, MS

Keiji Shigeno, DMD

Daniel E. Shin, DDS, MSD

Marc and Karen Shlossman

Rafik Raed Shukry, DDS

Nicholas David Shumaker, 
DDS, MS

Bryan and Allison Siegelman

Mark Silberg, DMD

Mark J. Silvers, DDS

Scott I. Silverstein, DDS, MS

David M. Simpson, DDS, PhD

Kevin M. Sims, DMD, MS

Thomas N. Sims, DDS

Todd A Singer, DDS

James H. Sinks, DDS

Alan D. Smith, DMD, MSD

Stephen C. Smith, DDS

Harold (Hal) B. Snyder III, 
DDS, MS

Dr. Kristi M. Soileau

Martha Somerman, DDS

Iyad A. Sood, DMD, MS

William P. Sorensen, DDS, MS
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South Florida Center For  
Periodontics and Implant 
Dentistry

Lauren Spevack, DMD

Steven J. Spindler, DDS

James D. Spivey, DDS

Kathleen and Roger Stambaugh

Marc D. Stein, DDS

Travis Steinberg

Raymond J. Steiner, DDS
	� In memory of  

R. Jack Cassingham, DDS

Thomas W. Sterio, DMD

Alvin W. Stevens Jr., DMD

Daniel B. Stiefel, DMD

Bradshaw M. Stout, DMD

Jerry L. Stovall, DMD

Sadafumi Sugiura

Andrew J. Sullivan Jr., DDS

SUNSTAR Americas

William M. Suttle, DDS

Douglas L. Sweeney, DDS

Patrick L. Sweeney, DDS, MS

Robert Swenson, DDS

David L. Tagge, DDS, MSD

Kazuhiko Takayama, DDS, PhD

Henry H. Takei, DDS

Hiroyuki Takino, DDS

James H. Tanner, DDS, MS

Dennis P. Tarnow, DDS

Mr. Ronald Tarrson, MBA

Jennifer F. Taschner, DDS, MMSc

Ronny & Marie Taschner

Conrad Theiss Jr., DMD and 
Ginger Kaila Theiss

Pamela Throw

Col and Mrs. George E. Tolson

Hank and Donna Towle

Suncica Travan, DDS, MS

Marie Claire Tredinick, DDS

David J. Trylovich, DDS

J. Jay Uemura, DDS

Claus J. Ullstad, DDS

Marcia Ungar
	� In memory of  

Robert S. Schoor, DDS

Satoru Urano, DDS

Martin Urban, DDS

Oscar E. Valenzuela, DDS

Sarah VanAmburg

Paul VanRaaphorst, DDS, MS

Ash Vasanthan, DDS

E.J. and Linda Vaught
	� In memory of  

Timothy E. Moore, DDS, MS

Diego Velasquez, DDS

Demitri Villarreal, DDS, MS

Robert A. Vitas, PhD, CAE, CFRE

James and Racquel Vlassis

Hannah Vo

Dr. Anthony R. Volpe

Jonathan A. Waasdorp, DMD

Byron M. Wade, DDS

Barry D. Wagenberg, DMD

Karen A. Wager, DDS

Jason E. Wagle, DDS

Rebecca Wagner, DDS

Phyllis Wagstaff, DMD

Jay Waldvogel, DDS

Robert B. Walsh, DDS

Carol J Walters, DDS

I-Chung Wang, DDS

Jeff CW Wang, DDS, DMSc

Nawarat Wara-Aswapati, DDS

Dr. Otis and  
Mrs. Carole Washington
	 In honor of Dr. Connie Drisko

Perry A. Wasserlauf, DMD

Peter and Judi Wasserman
	� In honor of Dr. Paul and  

Mrs. Patty Levi

Morris W. Wasylenki, DDS, MS

Whitney D. Weiner, DDS

Dr. Oren and Michal Weiss

Debra L. Welsh, DDS

Lisa McDaniel Wentz, DDS

Perry Westbrook, DMD, MSD

Evan S. Wetzler, DDS

Cecil White Jr., DMD

John White, DDS

Carol Whitmire
	� In honor of  

Paul Levi’s birthday

Jerold C. Wilde, DDS, MS

James G. Wilson, DMD

Alan A. Winter, DDS

Dana L. Wolf, DMD

Karen K. Wolf, DDS

The late Gayle Wood, DDS

Robert A. Wood, DDS

James G. Woodyard, DMD, MS

Richard H. Yamada, DDS

S. Samantha Yamamoto, DMD

Benjamin W. Young, DDS, MS

W. Lee Young, DMD

David H. Yu, DDS

Yau-Hua Yu, DDS, DMSc

Dr. and Mrs. S. Jerome Zackin *

Mark D. Zahn, DDS, MS

Alaminos Zarraluqui

Samuel Zfaz, DDS

Michelle N. Zmick, DDS

Howard M. Zolot, DMD

Robert M. Zupnik, DDS

 
AAP Foundation President’s Reception.



It is my pleasure to present this 2017 Financial Report to the generous 
friends and benefactors of the American Academy of Periodontology 
Foundation. The AAP Foundation’s financial position remains strong thanks to 
your generosity, the vision of the Board of Directors, prudent management 
by staff, and a diversified portfolio. We remain by far the largest federally 
tax-exempt public charity in the United States devoted to periodontal 
education and research.

Investment income was much stronger in 2017, even after 2016’s significant 
bounce back following a very challenging 2015. Major and planned gifts have 
increased. Dental industry continues to expand its support, indicating that 
the AAP Foundation inspires trust and confidence in what we do. The AAP 
Foundation stewards your dollars carefully and keeps operating expenses to 
a minimum so that maximum funding goes to our programs.

The AAP Foundation has continued its support of education and research, 
and is poised for new initiatives in 2018 and beyond. We have awarded over 
$5 million in support of our specialty since our founding in 1990, and are 
determined to continue and grow this important work.

On behalf of our Board of Directors, volunteers, and staff, thank you for 
supporting our mission, our specialty, and the health of patients for over a 
quarter century.	

Robert A. Vitas, PhD, CAE, CFRE, 
Executive Director

Here are the sources of  
our support: 

ЦЦ �Contributions and pledges totaled 
$585,407.

ЦЦ �Investment income was $902,975 on  
a portfolio of over $8 million.

ЦЦ �Programming garnered an additional 
$25,194 in revenue.

ЦЦ Total income was $1,513,576. 

What do we do with your 
hard-earned dollars? 

ЦЦ �$373,000 granted in scholarships 
and fellowships reflects our unswerving 
commitment to periodontal education and 
research.

ЦЦ �Another $167,497 in expenditures 
supported educational and research 
programming of the American Board of 
Periodontology and the American Academy 
of Periodontology, including substantial 
support of the very successful 2017 World 
Workshop on Disease Classification held in 
conjunction with the European Federation 
of Periodontology.

ЦЦ �Program support activities expended 
$270,740, Annual Meeting programs 
were $184,351, and Outreach programs 
totaled $278,116.

ЦЦ �Operational expenses were $226,585 
out of a total of $1,551,559 or 14.6% 
in overall expenditures.
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VISIONARY SOCIETY
The late Michael L. Barnett

Monish Bhola

Jack and Harriet Caton

The late Abram and Sylvia Chasens

Dr. Gail and Mrs. Susan Childers

Seb and Marilyn Ciancio

Ms. Joanne Cohen

The late Dr. D. Walter Cohen

Rich Corgel and Joan Otomo-Corgel

L.K. and Lucy Croft

D. Scott Fehrs

Robert T. Ferris, DDS, PhD

Drs. Bryan and Linda Frantz

Drs. Mia Geisinger and Gregory Umphrey

Vanchit and Sharmila John

Richard T. Kao, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Paul A. Levi, Jr.

Michael and Jana McGuire

Dr. and Mrs. P.D. Miller

Dr. Gerald Pieroni

Michael P and Gilia Rethman

The late R. Earl Robinson

Jo M. Rummelhart, DDS

Dr. Jay Salzman

E. Todd and Stephanie Scheyer

The late Bob Spettel

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Sugarman

Linda Tarrson and the late E. Bud Tarrson

Ken and Lisa Thomalla

The late Gayle Wood

Dr. and Mrs. Alan D. Young

S. Jerome and the late Faith B. Zackin

This year nearly 150 participants ran or walked 
to support periodontal education in the AAP 
Foundation’s 3rd annual PerioDash virtual run! 
PerioDash was held during the last two weeks 
of October, and was supported by individuals, 
school teams, and practice teams. With team 
names like “The Pocket Protectors” to “The 
Plaque Pack” and the “Vertical Defects,” we know 
that people have a lot of fun with this event! 
Thanks to all our 2017 participants — hope to 
see you again next year!

The Vertical Defects PerioDash team from the University of Alabama

 
AAP Foundation Visionary Society Reception
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The American Academy of Periodontology is deeply 
grateful for the foundation and corporate support it 
received in 2017 for its annual meeting, conferences, and 
key strategic priorities.

Signature Diamond Sponsors 
($100,000 and Above, and $1,000,000+ in 
Lifetime Support)

Colgate-Palmolive Company and its subsidiary 
Colgate Oral Pharmaceuticals
Nobel Biocare USA
Straumann USA
SUNSTAR

Diamond Sponsor 
$100,000 and Above
Geistlich Biomaterials

Platinum Sponsors 
($50,000 - $99,999)

Millennium Dental Technologies
J. Morita USA
Zimmer Biomet

Gold Sponsors 
($25,000 - $49,999)

Crest + Oral-B/P&G Professional Oral Health
Dentsply Sirona
Hu-Friedy
Philips
Treloar & Heisel

Silver Sponsors 
($10,000 - $24,999)

ACTEON North America
BioHorizons
Biolase
Dentium
OraPharma
OsseoFuse
Osteogenics Biomedical
Perio Protect
Snoasis Medical
Southern Implants
Zest Dental Solutions

Bronze Sponsors 
($5,000 - $9,999)

The Avenues Company
Facial Shield
Maxxeus Dental
Pacific Dental Services
Quintessence Publishing

2017 Educational Partners
January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017

American Academy of Periodontology Foundation

Osteology Foundation

2017 Corporate Sponsors
January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017
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AAP Foundation President Dr. Gregory L. Fauth 
passed away on Dec. 23, 2017, following a brief  
illness, just three months into his term of office.

Dr. Fauth grew up and practiced in Aurora, IL,  
where his family’s roots are deep. His great grand-
father served as mayor of Aurora and his father 
helped found Waubonsee Community College. 
There, Dr. Fauth established the Edward & Frances 
Fauth Endowed Scholarship Fund (in memory of  
his parents), which provides support to nursing  
and engineering. 

He served in numerous capacities in his commu-
nity throughout the years, including serving on 
the Mental Health Board in Aurora, Il, working 
with United Way, and coaching baseball. Dr. Fauth 
earned his undergraduate degree at Michigan 
State University and completed his dental and 
periodontal training at the University of Illinois.  
In addition to numerous American Academy of 
Periodontology committees, Dr. Fauth served its 
Board of Trustees for six years. At the time of his 
death, he was also serving as executive director  
of The Midwest Society of Periodontology.

Dr. Fauth’s enthusiasm for music and marching 
bands lasted throughout his life. He played  
cornet in high school and followed up as a  
lifelong member of the Michigan State University 
marching band and Spartan Brass, making trips to 
the 1966 Rose Bowl, as well as participating  
in Alumni Band days ever since college.

Dr. Fauth was a good friend, and an accomplished 
leader who led in a quiet, yet confident, manner. 
He was intensely committed to his family, his 
community, and his profession. The American 
Academy of Periodontology Foundation is  
grateful to Dr. Fauth for his years of dedicated 
service. He will be missed.

The AAP Foundation remembers 
Dr. Gregory L. Fauth, 1947-2017

Greg Fauth and Mia Geisinger



Nominating Committee 
Vanchit John, DDS, MSD, chair 
Vincent J Iacono, DMD

New Century Committee
Hector F Rios, DDS, PhD, Co-Chair
Praveen Gajendrareddy, DDS, PhD,  
Co-Chair
Julio Carrion, DMD, PhD
Patricia I. Diaz, DDS, PhD
Luciana Shaddox, DDS, MS, PhD
Thiago Morelli, DDS, MS

D. Walter Cohen Award Selection 
Committee
Joseph Gian-Grasso, DMD, chair
D. Walter Cohen, DDS
Jack G Caton, DDS

AAP Educator Scholarship/Teaching 
Fellowship Selection Committee
Guy Huynh-Ba, DDS, MS, chair
Jennifer L. Bain, DMD, PhD
James A Katancik, DDS, PhD
Patricia A Miguez, DDS, PhD
Flavia Pirih, DDS, MS, PhD
Mark A Reynolds, DDS, PhD
Hector F Rios, DDS, PhD

Charles W. Finley Grant Selection 
Committee
David W Paquette, DMD, MPH, DMSc, chair
Purnima Kumar, DDS, PhD
James Burke Fine, DMD

Dr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Kramer Award 
Selection Committee
William V Giannobile, DDS, DMSc, chair
Bryan J Frantz, DMD
David Carbonaro, DDS
Diego Velasquez, DDS
Christopher R Richardson, DMD, MS

Richard J. Lazzara Fellowship  
Selection Committee
D. Walter Cohen, DDS, chair
Srinivas Rao Myneni Venkatasatya, BDS, PhD
Brian L Mealey, DDS
J Kobi Stern, DMD, MSc

Patty & Paul Levi Research Award 
Selection Committee
Kevin Guze, DMD, chair
Fred J Bonacci, DMD
Terence S Jackson, DMD, MA
Samuel Koo, DDS, MS, DMSc
Leena Palomo, DDS
Patty Levi
Thomas W Sterio, DMD, MS

Dr. James T. Mellonig Regeneration 
Research Award Selection Committee
Herbert J Towle III, DDS, chair
Brian F Paul, DMD
E Todd Scheyer, DDS, MS

Nevins & Nevins BioHorizons  
Fellowship Selection Committee
Pamela K McClain, DDS, chair
Sharon Bannister, DDS, MS
Luciana Shaddox, DDS, MS, PhD
Marc L Nevins, DMD, MMSc
Hom-Lay Wang, DDS, MS, PhD
Paul S Rosen, DMD, MS

Robert S. Schoor Research Award 
Selection Committee
Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, MS, PhD, chair
Sivaraman Prakasam, DDS, PhD
Thomas W Sterio, DMD, MS

Bud & Linda Tarrson Fellowship  
Selection Committee
José R Mellado, DMD, MS, chair
Julio Carrion, DMD, PhD
Keith L Kirkwood, DDS, PhD
Laurie K McCauley, DDS, PhD
Paulo M Camargo, DDS

Volpe Basic Science Research  
Fellowship Selection Committee
Thomas W Oates, DMD, chair
Anna Dongari-Bagtzoglou, DDS
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Top row, L to R: Staff: Robert Vitas, Dana Camacho, Sarah VanAmburg. Board of Directors: Foti Panagakos, Diego Velasquez, Stephen 
Daniel, Wayne Aldredge, José Mellado, Sharon Bannister, Erin O’Donnell Dotzler (AAP Executive Director, ex-officio).

Bottom Row, L to R: Flavia Pirih, Eros Chavez, Greg Fauth, Mia Geisinger, Vince Iacono, Pam McClain, Terrence Griffin

Officers 
President:  
Maria L. Geisinger (2018) 
Vice-President:  
Gregory L. Fauth (2019)
Secretary-Treasurer:  
Pamela K. McClain (2020) 
Immediate Past President:  
Vincent J. Iacono (2017) 

Directors 
Wayne A. Aldredge (2017)
Sharon R. Bannister (2019)
Eros S. Chaves (2018)
Steven R. Daniel (2019)
Terrence J. Griffin (2018)
Jose R. Mellado, ABP  
Representative
Fotinos S. Panagakos (2017)
Diego Velasquez (2019) 

Honorary Directors 
D. Walter Cohen 
Linda Tarrson

Staff
Robert A. Vitas, PhD, CAE, CFRE,  
Executive Director 
Dana Camacho, MS, CFRE,  
Director of Development 
Sarah VanAmburg,  
Development Coordinator 
Ariel Medoff,  
Foundation Intern
Jonathan J. Fellows,  
Senior Investment Consultant
Aimee O’Connor,  
Investment Consultant
Chris Schultz,  
Accountant
NeigerDesign, 
Design & Marketing Partner
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Sponsor Spotlight: A. Titan Instruments

A. Titan Instruments has been active in their 
support of the AAP Foundation’s mission for 
several years now, serving as the inaugural 
member of the Foundation’s Corporate 
Ambassador program. Through this 
program, they donate a portion of their sales 
to AAP members back to the Foundation.

This year, A. Titan Instruments took another 
important step in its commitment to 
periodontology and the AAP Foundation by 
serving as the sponsor for the Foundation’s 
Student Ambassador Program. The 
Student Ambassador Program facilitates 
presentations in periodontal residency 
programs across the country through 
the recruitment of a second- or third-
year resident Ambassador who presents 
information about the AAP Foundation to 
his/her peers over lunch. This year, A. Titan 
Instruments sponsored all the student 
lunch programs in states where they have 
representatives. “We strongly believe in 
the mission of the AAP Foundation, and 
are proud to partner with them on this 
important initiative,” says Jackie Schiller, 
Director of Marketing. She adds, “We have 
a unique purchasing program for residents 
and new grads that we wanted to share and 
are able to support the AAP Foundation at 
the same time. It’s a win-win.”

The AAP Foundation is grateful for its 
continued partnership with A. Titan 
Instruments and congratulates them on the 
achievement of their 20th anniversary.

2017 FOUNDATION AMBASSADORS
Wayne A Aldredge, DMD

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, 
MS, PhD

Monish Bhola, DDS

Nabil F Bissada, DDS

Barry S Blank, DDS

Julio Carrion, DMD, PhD

Gail G Childers, DMD

John E Crosland, DDS

Steven R Daniel, DDS

Satheesh Elangovan, DDS, 
DMSc

Waeil Elmisalati, BDS

Owais A Farooqi, DDS, MDS

Gregory L Fauth, DDS

Bryan J Frantz, DMD

Praveen Gajendrareddy, DDS, 
PhD

Joanne M. Gaydos-Daniel, DDS

Joseph E Gian-Grasso, DMD

William Giannobile, DDS, PhD

Larry S Jacobson, DDS

Vanchit John, DDS, MSD

Susan Karabin, DDS

John H Kobs, DDS, MS

Paul A Levi Jr, DMD

Frank A Maggio, DDS

Maria Galvan, DDS, MS

Lisa B Masters, DDS

Pamela K McClain, DDS

Patricia A Miguez, DDS, PhD

John D Moriarty, DDS

Marc L Nevins, DMD

Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS

Leena Palomo, DDS

Steven J Peiser, DDS

Flavia Q Pirih, DDS, PhD, MS

Michael P Rethman, DDS

Christopher R Richardson, 
DMD, MS

Hector F Rios, DDS, PhD

S Timothy Rose, DDS, MS

Keerthana M Satheesh, DDS

Hom-Lay Wang, DDS, MS, PhD

Bertina C Yuen, DMD, MMSc

2017 STUDENT AMBASSADORS
Christian Alvarez  
University of Florida

Marian Antonious  
University of Iowa College  
of Dentistry

Yvette Carrillo  
Loma Linda University

Khashayar Kordbache Changi  
Columbia University

Lorena Corzo  
Boston University

Ann Decker  
University of Michigan

David Garazi 
Nova Southeastern University

Elissa Green  
University of California  
Los Angeles

Veronica Guy 
University of Maryland

Cherilyn Kasperian  
Augusta University Dental 
College of Georgia

Arora Kirandeep  
University of Missouri  
Kansas City

Zev Lazarus  
Stony Brook University

David Long 
Louisiana State University

Katie Martin 
University of Alabama

Elizabeth Nesmith  
Ohio State University

Taylor Whitney Newman  
University of Illinois at 
Chicago

Jeffrey Penner  
University of Texas Health 
Science Ctr at San Antonio

Amy Reichert  
Virginia Commonwealth 
University

Diana Sedler  
University of Southern 
California

Samar Shaikh  
Tufts University

Amer Azzam Shatta  
Case Western Reserve 
University

Eric D’Silva  
University of Rochester

Sayuri Yoshizawa Smith  
University of Pittsburgh

Livia Valverde  
Harvard University

Justin Villanueva  
Indiana University School  
of Dentistry

Megumi Williamson  
University of North Carolina

Howard Yen  
University of Pennsylvania
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